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By David Sullivan, Town Supervisor

Is it spring, yet?  Let's hope that better weather lies ahead. The brutal winter put 
lots of strain on our highway department and traffic officers. I know the residents 
join me in thanking our crew for a job well done. The town is truly lucky to have 
talented and hard-working employees in all of its operational areas. They truly 
represent local government at its best.

By now all town residents have received their 2015 town tax bills, and for a fifth 
consecutive year the town tax levy has been reduced. In fact, this year is a 
milestone year because the total town tax levy of $999,161 is the first time since the late 1990's that the 
tax levy is below $1 million. During the sales tax boom of 2010-2011 we applied those additional revenues 
to reduce and stabilize town taxes.

With better weather come opportunities to spiff up and improve the campus. Thanks to an $8,500 grant 
from Chemung County we will be re-grading the upper soccer field (across from the pool on Grandview 
Extension) and adding a 200 meter walking track around the perimeter of the field. This will give residents 
the chance to stretch their legs and work out the kinks without having to leave the campus.  Work will begin 
after the spring soccer season. (Check out more grant news inside this issue.)

The Recreation Committee and baseball/leagues also have many improvements and activities planned for 
the season so stop down to the park and see what's going on.

As always, the Town Board and I are eager to hear your ideas and concerns. Feel free to leave a message 
at the town hall or check out the town website www.townofelmira.com, to send us a message through 
email.

By Jim Pfiffer
Are you looking for an affordable place to have a birthday party, club 
meeting, exercise class, committee meeting or a bridge tournament?

If so, check out the Town Community Center (TCC) located behind the 
Town of Elmira Town Hall on Grandview Avenue. Located in the former 
Jewish Community Center the single-story building is available to the public 
for public meetings and private events.

GREAT NEWS
TOWN COMMUNITY CENTER OPEN AND WAITING 
TO SERVE YOUR NEEDS

TOWN SUPERVISOR HAPPY TO REPORT LOWER TAXES FOR 
FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW 

Continued on page 2
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The Town wants the community to be aware of the building, use it and share 
feedback and ideas for the facility. 

“Every town needs a community center where people can meet, have fun and do 
and try things they may normally not have an opportunity to do,” said Patty 
Carozza, town recreation director. “We finally can provide that community center.”

Rental fees range from $50 to $100 depending on the days reserved and if you 
are a town resident or not. The building is available for public use until 10 p.m. 

The building is secluded behind the town hall, not far from the Chemung River, nature trails, a community 
garden, town park, pool and sports fields. The building is available most weekdays and weekends, unless it's 
being used for summer camps.   

There is no kitchen, but one is planned as part of the facility's on-going renovations. There is a refrigerator and 
guests are invited to bring their own food and non-alcoholic beverages.

“We want people to know it's available for parties, meetings, health-related workshops, scouting groups, 
wedding showers, clinics and whatever else people want to use it for, within 
reason,” Carozza said.

“The building has been empty for a good 10 years, and we decided to find a use 
for it,” Carozza explained. “A community center seemed like a perfect fit for the 
building and community.”

Welcome to your Town Community Center:
 = Location: The former Jewish Community Center at the end of Grandview  
  Extension, off of West Water Street.  There is parking available.

 = Fees: Weekdays, $50/three hours for Town of Elmira residents and $75/three hours for non- 
  residents; weekends, $50/three hours for town residents and $100/3 hours for non-residents. Free 
  for nonprofit organizations.

 = Accommodations: Up to 70 people with tables and chairs, one large meeting room, one smaller 
  room, two restrooms, refrigerator, heat, Wi-Fi, a/c and ample parking. No kitchen facilities, but 
  they are planned as part of continuing renovations. 

 = Restrictions: Must be at least 18 to reserve the facility and no alcohol or smoking allowed.
  
More info and to make reservations: Patty Carozza, town recreation director, 215-5331 or  
pcarozza@stny.rr.com

TOWN RESIDENT JERRY COLLINS HELPS LOWER THE TOWN'S UTILITY BILLS 
By Jim Pfiffer

Think your utility bills are high? Imagine the monthly gas and electric bill for the entire Town of Elmira – three 
garages, a town hall, a pool, community center, park, ball fields, street lights and traffic lights.

When you use that many utilities it's smart to shop around for the best rates. That's what town resident, Jerry 
Collins, did for the town for five years. “He saved the town 15-20% on the money it budgeted for utilities,” said 
Town Supervisor Dave Sullivan.

 SAVE 
TOWN OF ELMIRA POOL 2015 Schedule 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
 

MONDAY, June 1 Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for Park District #1 residents only 
Saturday, June 27  OPENING DAY    12 NOON 
Monday, June 15    Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for everyone else 
 
Monday, June 29 - July 10  1st SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, July 13 - July 24 2nd SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, July 27 - Aug. 7 3RD SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, Aug.10 - Aug. 21 4TH SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, Sept. 7  LAST DAY POOL CLOSES AT 5:45 PM 

Pool Hours- June 27- Aug. 29 12 Noon - 7:45 PM 
             Aug. 30 - Sept. 7 12 Noon - 5:45 PM 
____________________________________________________________________
_ 
Adult Swim: Monday through Friday, June 29

th
 through August 28

th
, 4:30 - 6:00 PM 

18 Years and Older.  NO CHILDREN ALLOWED.   
The baby pool is CLOSED at this time. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
Season Pass (available at Town Hall Office ONLY) for Park Dist. #1 Residents 
$25.00 Per Person   Lost patches will be re-issued at $10.00 each 
Season Pass (available at Town Hall Office ONLY) for Out-of-Dist. Residents 
$50.00 Per Person   Lost patches will be re-issued at $10.00 each 

NO PATCHES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE POOL 
 

Resident Daily Pass: Available at Town Hall only.  Must have for admittance with Park 
Dist. #1 Daily Fee 
____________________________________________________________________
_ 
Daily Fees:        Resident Park District #1  Outside District  

    Child             $1.50    $5.00 
          Adult                        $2.00    $6.00 
          Senior Citizen  Free with Gold Card  
____________________________________________________________________
_ 
American Red Cross lessons: Four (4) two-week sessions.  40 children maximum 
per session 
$35 per session, Age 4 and up.  Monday through Friday, 11:00 AM-11:45 AM Rain or 
Shine 
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Jerry, a town resident since 1973, is one of those rare residents who understand the importance of volunteering 

to help your community save money and become a better place to live. He 
served five years on the town's assessment review board and 11 years on the 
town planning board.

Jerry used the knowledge and experience he earned as a former electrical 
engineer with Thatcher Glass in Elmira Heights, to help the town find the best 
utility rates and contracts. He monitored the town's utility bills for any 
overcharges or errors.

He did it with research, experience and a 
little luck – much like playing the stock market.

Jerry researched everything he could about energy use -- power providers, 
transmission costs, natural gas production and demands, weather forecasts 
and even the global economy. He used the information to predict future 
energy costs and demands to get the town the most economical multi-year 
contracts. 

“When you are renewing your contracts (with energy brokers) they are 
gambling on whether energy prices will go up or down,” Jerry explained. “I was 
doing the same thing, but I had a better understanding and sense of what the 
prices were going to do. I was good at it and helped the town save money.”

Sullivan agrees. ”Jerry Collins is a wonderful example of a citizen getting 
involved with their local government and providing expertise that resulted in 
significant energy savings for the town and the tax payers,” Sullivan said
Jerry reminds residents that they too can shop for the best utility rates for their 
homes and businesses.
 
“Rates, especially for natural gas, are all over the place,” Jerry said. “I buy mine from Buffalo. You can get 
variable or fixed rates. I tell people 'you go around looking for the best prices for gasoline, why not do the same 
for natural gas and electricity?' It's not rocket science and it saves a lot of money.”

By Jim Pfiffer
The Friends of the Chemung River Watershed (River Friends) plan to do a summer cleanup of debris from river 
trails at three streets that dead end near the Chemung River in West Elmira.

The trails planned for cleanup include those at the southernmost ends of Curren, Evergreen and Rorick's Glen. All 
property owners will be contacted for cleanup permission and access.

The dead-end streets lead to short spur trails that lead to larger walking trails along the river. Some of the spur 
trails have become dumps for lawn clippings, construction debris, rock piles and trash. The debris can cause 
health, flooding and pollution problems; and make the spur trails hazardous to use. During heavy rain storms or 
floods, the debris washes into the river and streams. It can cause flooding, pollute the water and harm or kill 
plant and animal life.                                 

Jerry Collins

RIVER FRIENDS TO CLEAN TRASH FROM WEST ELMIRA CHEMUNG RIVER TRAILS

Police Business After Hours 735-8600

We Still answer the phones!                                                
David Sullivan (Supervisor) 734-2031          
Jo Ann Sherwood (Town Clerk) 734-2031
Lori Rupp (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031                             
Liz Lucarelli (Court Clerk ) 734-5971             
Fred (Chip) LeValley (Code Enforcement Officer) 734-3608        
Becky Carpenter (Deputy Clerk ) 734-1486
Peter Michalko (Chief of Police ) 8:30 - 4:30 - 734-2031    
Matt Mustico (Highway Superintendent) 734-0199

Councilpersons
Ron Allison 734-6474
Scott Bush 733-5899   
Thomas Milliken 732-6760         
Karen Krusen 734-9412   

Contact Us 
Stop by for a visit!
Bruce Stanko (Assessor) 734-1486  

THE EAST HILL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - SERVING THE RESIDENTS OF 
EAST HILL WITH PRIDE

Department News
The department purchased a new fire engine in the fall to replace a non-
repairable problem with the on board water tank on the old engine. We 
purchased a 1993 E-One engine from the Middlebury, PA Volunteer Fire 
department.  The New Truck has more water on board and a bigger pump 
and a pump control panel is on top of the vehicle.  If the doors are open 
please stop in and check it out!

Can And Bottle Drive
We will very soon be starting a bottle and drive fundraising program, we will be 
placing a trailer at the fire station, 266 Jerusalem Hill Road. Anyone wishing to 
may drop off cans and bottles on the trailer anytime! We would like to fill the 
trailer weekly!!!!!

Address Sign Fundrising Program Is Still Ongoing!   

We are continuing the address sign fundraising program and it is going very well. 
Anyone wishing a sign please call the fire station with the information or leave a 
message and we will return your call at (607) 734-5535 or 
easthill2298@verizon.net .  

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!!! NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS!!! 
JOIN NOW!

STAY SAFE AND HAVE A GREAT SPRING AND SUMMER!!

Continued on page 4
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The cleanup is a partnership with River Friends, Town of Elmira, the Chemung County Stormwater Coalition 
and community volunteers. Last year, these groups cleared more than a ton of brush and debris from a spur 
trail at the south end of Country Club. 

“Most homeowners don't know that it's illegal to dump yard wastes in 
or near trails, streams, rivers or on private property,” said River Friends 
Director Jim Pfiffer. “It violates town ordinances and New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation laws.”

The Chemung County Stormwater Coalition will distribute information 
cards to town residents about the anti-dumping laws and the solutions 
to disposing of yard wastes. Town of Elmira residents are urged to use 
the town's free composting facility, located at the town Highway 
Department at the west end of West Water Street, to recycle yard 
wastes into free compost.

During the cleanups, volunteers will install “no dumping” drain markers 
on the storm sewer grates on the targeted streets to remind residents 
not to pour anything in the storm sewers, because they drain into the 
river. 

Once the cleanups are completed, town officials will monitor the sites and enforce the town's no dumping 
laws. 

HELLO SPRING, HELLO PIROZZOLO PARK! 
By Scott Eschbach, Pirozzolo Park caretaker

Hello townsfolk. I have been the park caretaker for the last five years. 

I always feel a sense of renewal when winter finally breaks and leaves us 
with the sounds of song birds and the smell of the warming earth. The 
ball fields are filled with the energy of children playing. Our tennis and 
basketball courts are once again centers of activity.

Every year there is planning for the future of the park. What can we 
improve? What can be added? Some changes are subtle, barely 

noticeable -- like clearing hedge rows, daily mowing and trimming. Others are more obvious, like new 
bleachers, picnic tables and the recent upgrades on Cal Ripken field.

Larger projects this year include adding a second Cal Ripken field in 
the lower park in place of the existing practice infield. We expect to 
make improvements to the Grandview soccer field including complete 
reseeding of its surface. There will be work done to improve the pool 
house and public bathrooms. There should be a few more picnic 
tables replaced with long lasting aluminum.  Please stay active and 
healthy by enjoying our park.

RIVER FRIENDS TO CLEAN TRASH FROM W. ELMIRA CHEMUNG RIVER TRIALS continued from page 3
Elmira Water Cure was advertised as “The real home for those seeking health, rest and recreation with fine 
views of the city, river, hills and wooded glen”. An attendant met the patients at the Elmira railroad depot and 
transported them to the hillside resort which commanded a view of the Elmira valley. Rates were $7-10 per 
week when they first opened.  

Silas was involved as a trustee at Park Church and Rachel was on the original planning committee for Elmira 
College. 

Over their years of operating Elmira Water Cure the Gleason's treated over 20,000 patients from around the 
world including Schuyler Colfax, vice president under President Ulysses S. Grant.

Upon the birth of Samuel Clemens's son, Langdon, in Buffalo, around 1870, Mr. Clemens summoned “the 
almost divine Mrs. Gleason” to Buffalo to care for his wife Olivia Langdon after the birth.

The Gleason's gave back to the medical profession through internships at Water Cure that inspired many 
young doctors.  Over the years the name of the facility was changed from Elmira Water Cure to Gleason 
Sanitarium in the late 1800's.

In 1898 the Gleason's went to Buffalo to live with their daughter Adel. With his health declining Silas passed 
away on April 14, 1899 at the age of 80. He was cremated and his ashes were spread on the hillside at 
Elmira Water Cure. Rachel died on March 13, 1905 at the age of 84. They have a memorial stone in their 
name located in Elmira's Woodlawn Cemetery.

The Gleason's were succeeded at Water Cure by Dr. John Fischer who went on to run the facility as a nursing 
facility before closing. As late as 1955 there were discussions about restoring the resort, but nothing ever 
transpired. The Elmira Water Cure was torn down in 1959. Today the location is an open hillside with trees 
and shrubs with a high voltage power line running over the hill. The only obvious remnants remaining of the 
resort are the two cobblestone stone pillars just off Watercure Hill Road.

Information for this article was taken from articles in the Chemung County Historical Journal, various internet 
sites, the Chemung County Historical Society, the Elmira Telegram, census records, History of Chemung 
County 1890 to 1975 by Thomas Byrne and 1892 Chemung County History by A. Towner.

Writer's Note:  I continue to look for historic subjects (people, places, 
homes, historical events, old schools, family history, etc.) about the Town 
of Elmira to write about. If you have any suggestions or information for 
future articles please e-mail them to me at demingsw@yahoo.com or call 
me at 607-732-1177.  
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Town Park Full Of Fun And Activities This Spring And Summer
By Dave Pirozzolo, Town of Elmira Recreation Board Chairman 

It has been a long and cold winter. But now it's time to think spring and 
summer and the events and programs available at Pirozzolo Park. 

Our March 29th Easter Egg Hunt was a success.

Our softball and baseball programs are off and running with more than 
400 children involved, including interleague games with some of the other 
local leagues, like Southport Recreation. You will notice that there is 
some construction taking place on some of the fields. The baseball major's field is being changed 
from a 60ft. infield to a 70ft. infield. We are also building a new minor league baseball field and two 
softball fields.

We are pleased to announce a number of new and exciting activities at the park this spring and summer:

 

Come out and enjoy the fun. All the events are free of charge. 
We do accept canned goods at the spook house that will be donated to the Food Bank.  

Bands in the Park:

  Almost Canadian – July 8, 6-8pm (Acoustic Rock)

  John Manfredi – July 15, 6-8pm (guitar, keyboards)

  Gray Matter – July 22, 6-8pm (Acoustic Rock) 

  Joe Cavallaro – July 29, 6-8pm (variety)

  HepCats– August 5, 6-8pm (Swing Band)

  Mathews Family Reunion – August 12, 6-8pm (Bluegrass)

  Suspect – August 19, 6-8pm (Classic Rock)

  Grit and Grace – August 26, 6-8pm (Country variety)

  Movie in the Park– August 6 (starts at dusk)

  Fall Festival – In the planning stages for October 3

  Spook House – October 16-17, 7-9pm

TOWN OF ELMIRA'S WATER CURE HEALTH RESORT 1852 - 1898
By Scott W. Deming, Town of Elmira Historian

The Water Cure Health Resort was located on Elmira's East Hill on what is now called Watercure Hill Road. 
The health resort was built in 1852 by Dr. Silas Oresmus Gleason and his wife Dr. Rachel Brooks Gleason. 
The Gleason's practiced the latest techniques in hydropathy which promoted the use of water therapy to 
cure disease through the use of water from natural springs and hot springs. 

The water spa therapy re-
emerged in popularity in 
Europe during the 17th and 
18th centuries. The spa 
movement itself became 
especially popular during the 
19th century when health 
spas devoted to the “cure” 
were well-known medical 
institutions for the upper-
class, especially those with 
lingering or chronic illness. 
They used the physical 
properties of water 
(temperature and pressure) 
to stimulate blood circulation 
and treat the symptoms of 
chronic disease.

Dr. Silas O. Gleason was a born on November 3, 1818 in Coleraine, MA, the son of a farmer. Silas was 
raised and educated in common schools until the age of 21 and then on to colleges, including Castleton 
Medical College in Castleton, Vermont. He married Rachel Brooks, the daughter of Reuben Brooks who was 
a man of prominence in Vermont. 

After her marriage, Rachel studied medicine with her husband and she went on to become one of the first 
women to enter any medical college in the world. She graduated from Central Medical College in Rochester, 
N.Y. in 1851. 

In 1847 Silas opened the third Water Cure in the United States in Allegheny County. He later moved to 
Cayuga Lake and in 1851 successfully treated a prosperous Elmira merchant, Fox Holden, for congestion of 
the lungs using water only.

During their stay in Elmira, Silas and Rachel were very impressed with the pretty town of Elmira and a piece 
of property on East Hill. They were drawn by the fact that Elmira was accessible by train from any direction. 
In addition, East Hill had a spring running through the property for bathing purposes, with beautiful views of 
Elmira and the Chemung valley below, which they felt would be an excellent location for their new venture.

In 1852 The Elmira Water Cure was built on the road to Quarry Farm by Dr. Silas Gleason, Mr. Holden and a 
friend Marshall Hale of Phoenix, NY. Silas and Rachel became close friends with the neighbor across the 
street, Rev. Thomas Beecher and their Quarry Farm neighbors, the Cranes, and the Cranes' brother-in-law, 
Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain).

HIT AT PIROZZOLO PARK!!
The Spot Is A Free, Supervised Drop-in Summer Recreational Program For 
Youth, Ages 12-15. The Program Will Operate Monday-friday, Noon To 5 P.m., 
From July 6 To August 13. Some Of The Planned Summer Activities Include; 
Trip To Darien Lake, A Robotics Club, Cooking Class, Rock 'n' Bowl, Sports 
Tournaments, Movie Theater Takeover, 3-on-3 Basketball And Much More!  

For More Information Contact The Chemung County Youth Bureau at 737-2907 or Visit 
www.elmiraspot.com.

the
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The town is very grateful to receive a $1,800 grant to make improvements to the 
32-bed Community Garden located on our main campus. The grant will enable the 
town to install a storage shed, potting bench and to upgrade the water delivery 
system for the garden. 

The funds came from “Creating Healthy Places to Live, Work and Play.” This is a 
grant funded initiative by the New York State Department of Health coordinated 
through Arnot Health and comprised of more than thirty community partners.  

One of the main goals of Creating Healthy Places is to encourage healthier 
lifestyles though increase physical activity and the consumption of healthier foods, 
like fruits and vegetables. 

WARM WEATHER MEANS TIME TO COMPOST AND HELP OUR 
ENVIRONMENT
By Matt Mustico, town highway superintendent

The town compost pile is ready for residents to use for free. The site is located at the town garage, off of West 
Water Street, near the point. Residents can dispose of branches, leaves and grass, Monday through Friday, 7 
a.m. to 3:15pm, and the first Saturday of every month till the end of November. Reminder: please do not put 
yard waste in street ditches as we don't have a spring street clean-up.

I would like to thank everyone for keeping your cars off the streets during the snow storms it's a big help for us 
plowing and salting.

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS SAVE LIVES
By Chip LeValley, town code enforcement officer, 
Codeofficer@townofelmira.com

Notice: Carbon monoxide detector/alarms. These devices are now REQUIRED 
by the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code to be 
installed and operating in every sleeping area and where carbon monoxide 
may be generated.  The regulation will soon require commercial 
establishments to have them installed as well.

Why do I get excited about these gadgets?  Since I've been a code officer, I've had three instances in my 
jurisdiction, where one or more people would have died, if not for a screaming detector telling them that 
there's an odorless, invisible gas trying to put them to sleep…permanently! 

So I get a little sensitive when it gets so close to home. I think all code officers and firepersons have had 
similar experiences. A poorly maintained furnace or boiler or fireplace can fill a home in the middle of the 
night with this carbon monoxide. But you can protect yourself and your loved ones with a 75-cent battery in a 
detector.

A detector should be located in your home's lowest sleeping level AND in any area where carbon monoxide 
may be generated. For more information visit: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_monoxide.

TOWN RECEIVES GRANT TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY GARDENS! Tall grass. Tall grass looks like a bad day in Bedrock! It spoils the looks of 
the whole neighborhood and gives me a lot of phone calls I don't need. It's 

a violation of the New York State Property 
Maintenance Code, so PLEASE mow the yard 
and keep us the most attractive community in 
Chemung County!

Refuse Containers.  One of the garbage 
collection organizations in our area uses covered bins that roll around on 
wheels…..designed to roll out to the curb on collection day….and ROLL BACK to the 
starting point.  I'll repeat:  ROLL BACK to the garage or back of the house. They really 
don't look nice tipped over or half in the street….for several days…or longer.  Like tall 
grass, they make the neighborhood look very uninviting.  Please show you care and 
WHEEL them back to their cubby.

Decks, roofs, pools and potties all need Building Permits for safety. Please call 734-3608 anytime for a free 
consultation and palm-reading.

WARM WEATHER MEANS MORE PEDESTRIANS AND 
BICYCLISTS ON OUR ROADS AND SIDEWALKS
By Peter Michalko, West Elmira chief of 
police

Bicyclists, walkers, and pets are filling our streets 
and sidewalks as the weather warms – especially in 
West Elmira. 

The West Elmira Police Department reminds motorists to 
be mindful of the pedestrians and that the pedestrians have the right of way in the 
crosswalks. As West Church and West Water streets are one-way, we often find that 
motorists become complacent when entering those one- way streets. Motorists 
check for oncoming traffic approaching in one direction, but often fail to check 
BOTH directions for pedestrians that may be approaching from the opposite 
direction of the traffic flow. 

To avoid any incidents or accidents with pedestrians we urge motorists to look left, right 
and left again before entering the roadways from a stopped position. 

Let's have a safe and fun spring and summer.

TOWN WELCOMES NEW ASSESSOR

The Town of Elmira has entered into a shared services agreement with the City of Elmira for Assessing services.  
City Assessor, Bruce Stanko, is filling the same role with the Town.  Bruce is at the Town Hall generally on 
Wednesdays and can be reached at 734-1486.  Deputy Clerk Becky Carpenter is available Monday through Friday 
to answer questions, and to make appointments for Bruce.
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Chemung County!

Refuse Containers.  One of the garbage 
collection organizations in our area uses covered bins that roll around on 
wheels…..designed to roll out to the curb on collection day….and ROLL BACK to the 
starting point.  I'll repeat:  ROLL BACK to the garage or back of the house. They really 
don't look nice tipped over or half in the street….for several days…or longer.  Like tall 
grass, they make the neighborhood look very uninviting.  Please show you care and 
WHEEL them back to their cubby.

Decks, roofs, pools and potties all need Building Permits for safety. Please call 734-3608 anytime for a free 
consultation and palm-reading.

WARM WEATHER MEANS MORE PEDESTRIANS AND 
BICYCLISTS ON OUR ROADS AND SIDEWALKS
By Peter Michalko, West Elmira chief of 
police

Bicyclists, walkers, and pets are filling our streets 
and sidewalks as the weather warms – especially in 
West Elmira. 

The West Elmira Police Department reminds motorists to 
be mindful of the pedestrians and that the pedestrians have the right of way in the 
crosswalks. As West Church and West Water streets are one-way, we often find that 
motorists become complacent when entering those one- way streets. Motorists 
check for oncoming traffic approaching in one direction, but often fail to check 
BOTH directions for pedestrians that may be approaching from the opposite 
direction of the traffic flow. 

To avoid any incidents or accidents with pedestrians we urge motorists to look left, right 
and left again before entering the roadways from a stopped position. 

Let's have a safe and fun spring and summer.

TOWN WELCOMES NEW ASSESSOR

The Town of Elmira has entered into a shared services agreement with the City of Elmira for Assessing services.  
City Assessor, Bruce Stanko, is filling the same role with the Town.  Bruce is at the Town Hall generally on 
Wednesdays and can be reached at 734-1486.  Deputy Clerk Becky Carpenter is available Monday through Friday 
to answer questions, and to make appointments for Bruce.
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Town Park Full Of Fun And Activities This Spring And Summer
By Dave Pirozzolo, Town of Elmira Recreation Board Chairman 

It has been a long and cold winter. But now it's time to think spring and 
summer and the events and programs available at Pirozzolo Park. 

Our March 29th Easter Egg Hunt was a success.

Our softball and baseball programs are off and running with more than 
400 children involved, including interleague games with some of the other 
local leagues, like Southport Recreation. You will notice that there is 
some construction taking place on some of the fields. The baseball major's field is being changed 
from a 60ft. infield to a 70ft. infield. We are also building a new minor league baseball field and two 
softball fields.

We are pleased to announce a number of new and exciting activities at the park this spring and summer:

 

Come out and enjoy the fun. All the events are free of charge. 
We do accept canned goods at the spook house that will be donated to the Food Bank.  

Bands in the Park:

  Almost Canadian – July 8, 6-8pm (Acoustic Rock)

  John Manfredi – July 15, 6-8pm (guitar, keyboards)

  Gray Matter – July 22, 6-8pm (Acoustic Rock) 

  Joe Cavallaro – July 29, 6-8pm (variety)

  HepCats– August 5, 6-8pm (Swing Band)

  Mathews Family Reunion – August 12, 6-8pm (Bluegrass)

  Suspect – August 19, 6-8pm (Classic Rock)

  Grit and Grace – August 26, 6-8pm (Country variety)

  Movie in the Park– August 6 (starts at dusk)

  Fall Festival – In the planning stages for October 3

  Spook House – October 16-17, 7-9pm

TOWN OF ELMIRA'S WATER CURE HEALTH RESORT 1852 - 1898
By Scott W. Deming, Town of Elmira Historian

The Water Cure Health Resort was located on Elmira's East Hill on what is now called Watercure Hill Road. 
The health resort was built in 1852 by Dr. Silas Oresmus Gleason and his wife Dr. Rachel Brooks Gleason. 
The Gleason's practiced the latest techniques in hydropathy which promoted the use of water therapy to 
cure disease through the use of water from natural springs and hot springs. 

The water spa therapy re-
emerged in popularity in 
Europe during the 17th and 
18th centuries. The spa 
movement itself became 
especially popular during the 
19th century when health 
spas devoted to the “cure” 
were well-known medical 
institutions for the upper-
class, especially those with 
lingering or chronic illness. 
They used the physical 
properties of water 
(temperature and pressure) 
to stimulate blood circulation 
and treat the symptoms of 
chronic disease.

Dr. Silas O. Gleason was a born on November 3, 1818 in Coleraine, MA, the son of a farmer. Silas was 
raised and educated in common schools until the age of 21 and then on to colleges, including Castleton 
Medical College in Castleton, Vermont. He married Rachel Brooks, the daughter of Reuben Brooks who was 
a man of prominence in Vermont. 

After her marriage, Rachel studied medicine with her husband and she went on to become one of the first 
women to enter any medical college in the world. She graduated from Central Medical College in Rochester, 
N.Y. in 1851. 

In 1847 Silas opened the third Water Cure in the United States in Allegheny County. He later moved to 
Cayuga Lake and in 1851 successfully treated a prosperous Elmira merchant, Fox Holden, for congestion of 
the lungs using water only.

During their stay in Elmira, Silas and Rachel were very impressed with the pretty town of Elmira and a piece 
of property on East Hill. They were drawn by the fact that Elmira was accessible by train from any direction. 
In addition, East Hill had a spring running through the property for bathing purposes, with beautiful views of 
Elmira and the Chemung valley below, which they felt would be an excellent location for their new venture.

In 1852 The Elmira Water Cure was built on the road to Quarry Farm by Dr. Silas Gleason, Mr. Holden and a 
friend Marshall Hale of Phoenix, NY. Silas and Rachel became close friends with the neighbor across the 
street, Rev. Thomas Beecher and their Quarry Farm neighbors, the Cranes, and the Cranes' brother-in-law, 
Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain).

HIT AT PIROZZOLO PARK!!
The Spot Is A Free, Supervised Drop-in Summer Recreational Program For 
Youth, Ages 12-15. The Program Will Operate Monday-friday, Noon To 5 P.m., 
From July 6 To August 13. Some Of The Planned Summer Activities Include; 
Trip To Darien Lake, A Robotics Club, Cooking Class, Rock 'n' Bowl, Sports 
Tournaments, Movie Theater Takeover, 3-on-3 Basketball And Much More!  

For More Information Contact The Chemung County Youth Bureau at 737-2907 or Visit 
www.elmiraspot.com.

the
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The cleanup is a partnership with River Friends, Town of Elmira, the Chemung County Stormwater Coalition 
and community volunteers. Last year, these groups cleared more than a ton of brush and debris from a spur 
trail at the south end of Country Club. 

“Most homeowners don't know that it's illegal to dump yard wastes in 
or near trails, streams, rivers or on private property,” said River Friends 
Director Jim Pfiffer. “It violates town ordinances and New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation laws.”

The Chemung County Stormwater Coalition will distribute information 
cards to town residents about the anti-dumping laws and the solutions 
to disposing of yard wastes. Town of Elmira residents are urged to use 
the town's free composting facility, located at the town Highway 
Department at the west end of West Water Street, to recycle yard 
wastes into free compost.

During the cleanups, volunteers will install “no dumping” drain markers 
on the storm sewer grates on the targeted streets to remind residents 
not to pour anything in the storm sewers, because they drain into the 
river. 

Once the cleanups are completed, town officials will monitor the sites and enforce the town's no dumping 
laws. 

HELLO SPRING, HELLO PIROZZOLO PARK! 
By Scott Eschbach, Pirozzolo Park caretaker

Hello townsfolk. I have been the park caretaker for the last five years. 

I always feel a sense of renewal when winter finally breaks and leaves us 
with the sounds of song birds and the smell of the warming earth. The 
ball fields are filled with the energy of children playing. Our tennis and 
basketball courts are once again centers of activity.

Every year there is planning for the future of the park. What can we 
improve? What can be added? Some changes are subtle, barely 

noticeable -- like clearing hedge rows, daily mowing and trimming. Others are more obvious, like new 
bleachers, picnic tables and the recent upgrades on Cal Ripken field.

Larger projects this year include adding a second Cal Ripken field in 
the lower park in place of the existing practice infield. We expect to 
make improvements to the Grandview soccer field including complete 
reseeding of its surface. There will be work done to improve the pool 
house and public bathrooms. There should be a few more picnic 
tables replaced with long lasting aluminum.  Please stay active and 
healthy by enjoying our park.

RIVER FRIENDS TO CLEAN TRASH FROM W. ELMIRA CHEMUNG RIVER TRIALS continued from page 3
Elmira Water Cure was advertised as “The real home for those seeking health, rest and recreation with fine 
views of the city, river, hills and wooded glen”. An attendant met the patients at the Elmira railroad depot and 
transported them to the hillside resort which commanded a view of the Elmira valley. Rates were $7-10 per 
week when they first opened.  

Silas was involved as a trustee at Park Church and Rachel was on the original planning committee for Elmira 
College. 

Over their years of operating Elmira Water Cure the Gleason's treated over 20,000 patients from around the 
world including Schuyler Colfax, vice president under President Ulysses S. Grant.

Upon the birth of Samuel Clemens's son, Langdon, in Buffalo, around 1870, Mr. Clemens summoned “the 
almost divine Mrs. Gleason” to Buffalo to care for his wife Olivia Langdon after the birth.

The Gleason's gave back to the medical profession through internships at Water Cure that inspired many 
young doctors.  Over the years the name of the facility was changed from Elmira Water Cure to Gleason 
Sanitarium in the late 1800's.

In 1898 the Gleason's went to Buffalo to live with their daughter Adel. With his health declining Silas passed 
away on April 14, 1899 at the age of 80. He was cremated and his ashes were spread on the hillside at 
Elmira Water Cure. Rachel died on March 13, 1905 at the age of 84. They have a memorial stone in their 
name located in Elmira's Woodlawn Cemetery.

The Gleason's were succeeded at Water Cure by Dr. John Fischer who went on to run the facility as a nursing 
facility before closing. As late as 1955 there were discussions about restoring the resort, but nothing ever 
transpired. The Elmira Water Cure was torn down in 1959. Today the location is an open hillside with trees 
and shrubs with a high voltage power line running over the hill. The only obvious remnants remaining of the 
resort are the two cobblestone stone pillars just off Watercure Hill Road.

Information for this article was taken from articles in the Chemung County Historical Journal, various internet 
sites, the Chemung County Historical Society, the Elmira Telegram, census records, History of Chemung 
County 1890 to 1975 by Thomas Byrne and 1892 Chemung County History by A. Towner.

Writer's Note:  I continue to look for historic subjects (people, places, 
homes, historical events, old schools, family history, etc.) about the Town 
of Elmira to write about. If you have any suggestions or information for 
future articles please e-mail them to me at demingsw@yahoo.com or call 
me at 607-732-1177.  



PAGE 10 PAGE 3TOWN TALKTOWN TALK TOWN TALKTOWN TALKTOWN TALKTOWN TALK
Jerry, a town resident since 1973, is one of those rare residents who understand the importance of volunteering 

to help your community save money and become a better place to live. He 
served five years on the town's assessment review board and 11 years on the 
town planning board.

Jerry used the knowledge and experience he earned as a former electrical 
engineer with Thatcher Glass in Elmira Heights, to help the town find the best 
utility rates and contracts. He monitored the town's utility bills for any 
overcharges or errors.

He did it with research, experience and a 
little luck – much like playing the stock market.

Jerry researched everything he could about energy use -- power providers, 
transmission costs, natural gas production and demands, weather forecasts 
and even the global economy. He used the information to predict future 
energy costs and demands to get the town the most economical multi-year 
contracts. 

“When you are renewing your contracts (with energy brokers) they are 
gambling on whether energy prices will go up or down,” Jerry explained. “I was 
doing the same thing, but I had a better understanding and sense of what the 
prices were going to do. I was good at it and helped the town save money.”

Sullivan agrees. ”Jerry Collins is a wonderful example of a citizen getting 
involved with their local government and providing expertise that resulted in 
significant energy savings for the town and the tax payers,” Sullivan said
Jerry reminds residents that they too can shop for the best utility rates for their 
homes and businesses.
 
“Rates, especially for natural gas, are all over the place,” Jerry said. “I buy mine from Buffalo. You can get 
variable or fixed rates. I tell people 'you go around looking for the best prices for gasoline, why not do the same 
for natural gas and electricity?' It's not rocket science and it saves a lot of money.”

By Jim Pfiffer
The Friends of the Chemung River Watershed (River Friends) plan to do a summer cleanup of debris from river 
trails at three streets that dead end near the Chemung River in West Elmira.

The trails planned for cleanup include those at the southernmost ends of Curren, Evergreen and Rorick's Glen. All 
property owners will be contacted for cleanup permission and access.

The dead-end streets lead to short spur trails that lead to larger walking trails along the river. Some of the spur 
trails have become dumps for lawn clippings, construction debris, rock piles and trash. The debris can cause 
health, flooding and pollution problems; and make the spur trails hazardous to use. During heavy rain storms or 
floods, the debris washes into the river and streams. It can cause flooding, pollute the water and harm or kill 
plant and animal life.                                 

Jerry Collins

RIVER FRIENDS TO CLEAN TRASH FROM WEST ELMIRA CHEMUNG RIVER TRAILS

Police Business After Hours 735-8600

We Still answer the phones!                                                
David Sullivan (Supervisor) 734-2031          
Jo Ann Sherwood (Town Clerk) 734-2031
Lori Rupp (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031                             
Liz Lucarelli (Court Clerk ) 734-5971             
Fred (Chip) LeValley (Code Enforcement Officer) 734-3608        
Becky Carpenter (Deputy Clerk ) 734-1486
Peter Michalko (Chief of Police ) 8:30 - 4:30 - 734-2031    
Matt Mustico (Highway Superintendent) 734-0199

Councilpersons
Ron Allison 734-6474
Scott Bush 733-5899   
Thomas Milliken 732-6760         
Karen Krusen 734-9412   

Contact Us 
Stop by for a visit!
Bruce Stanko (Assessor) 734-1486  

THE EAST HILL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT - SERVING THE RESIDENTS OF 
EAST HILL WITH PRIDE

Department News
The department purchased a new fire engine in the fall to replace a non-
repairable problem with the on board water tank on the old engine. We 
purchased a 1993 E-One engine from the Middlebury, PA Volunteer Fire 
department.  The New Truck has more water on board and a bigger pump 
and a pump control panel is on top of the vehicle.  If the doors are open 
please stop in and check it out!

Can And Bottle Drive
We will very soon be starting a bottle and drive fundraising program, we will be 
placing a trailer at the fire station, 266 Jerusalem Hill Road. Anyone wishing to 
may drop off cans and bottles on the trailer anytime! We would like to fill the 
trailer weekly!!!!!

Address Sign Fundrising Program Is Still Ongoing!   

We are continuing the address sign fundraising program and it is going very well. 
Anyone wishing a sign please call the fire station with the information or leave a 
message and we will return your call at (607) 734-5535 or 
easthill2298@verizon.net .  

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS!!! NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS!!! 
JOIN NOW!

STAY SAFE AND HAVE A GREAT SPRING AND SUMMER!!

Continued on page 4
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The Town wants the community to be aware of the building, use it and share 
feedback and ideas for the facility. 

“Every town needs a community center where people can meet, have fun and do 
and try things they may normally not have an opportunity to do,” said Patty 
Carozza, town recreation director. “We finally can provide that community center.”

Rental fees range from $50 to $100 depending on the days reserved and if you 
are a town resident or not. The building is available for public use until 10 p.m. 

The building is secluded behind the town hall, not far from the Chemung River, nature trails, a community 
garden, town park, pool and sports fields. The building is available most weekdays and weekends, unless it's 
being used for summer camps.   

There is no kitchen, but one is planned as part of the facility's on-going renovations. There is a refrigerator and 
guests are invited to bring their own food and non-alcoholic beverages.

“We want people to know it's available for parties, meetings, health-related workshops, scouting groups, 
wedding showers, clinics and whatever else people want to use it for, within 
reason,” Carozza said.

“The building has been empty for a good 10 years, and we decided to find a use 
for it,” Carozza explained. “A community center seemed like a perfect fit for the 
building and community.”

Welcome to your Town Community Center:
 = Location: The former Jewish Community Center at the end of Grandview  
  Extension, off of West Water Street.  There is parking available.

 = Fees: Weekdays, $50/three hours for Town of Elmira residents and $75/three hours for non- 
  residents; weekends, $50/three hours for town residents and $100/3 hours for non-residents. Free 
  for nonprofit organizations.

 = Accommodations: Up to 70 people with tables and chairs, one large meeting room, one smaller 
  room, two restrooms, refrigerator, heat, Wi-Fi, a/c and ample parking. No kitchen facilities, but 
  they are planned as part of continuing renovations. 

 = Restrictions: Must be at least 18 to reserve the facility and no alcohol or smoking allowed.
  
More info and to make reservations: Patty Carozza, town recreation director, 215-5331 or  
pcarozza@stny.rr.com

TOWN RESIDENT JERRY COLLINS HELPS LOWER THE TOWN'S UTILITY BILLS 
By Jim Pfiffer

Think your utility bills are high? Imagine the monthly gas and electric bill for the entire Town of Elmira – three 
garages, a town hall, a pool, community center, park, ball fields, street lights and traffic lights.

When you use that many utilities it's smart to shop around for the best rates. That's what town resident, Jerry 
Collins, did for the town for five years. “He saved the town 15-20% on the money it budgeted for utilities,” said 
Town Supervisor Dave Sullivan.

 SAVE 
TOWN OF ELMIRA POOL 2015 Schedule 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
 

MONDAY, June 1 Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for Park District #1 residents only 
Saturday, June 27  OPENING DAY    12 NOON 
Monday, June 15    Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for everyone else 
 
Monday, June 29 - July 10  1st SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, July 13 - July 24 2nd SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, July 27 - Aug. 7 3RD SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, Aug.10 - Aug. 21 4TH SET OF LESSONS 
Monday, Sept. 7  LAST DAY POOL CLOSES AT 5:45 PM 

Pool Hours- June 27- Aug. 29 12 Noon - 7:45 PM 
             Aug. 30 - Sept. 7 12 Noon - 5:45 PM 
____________________________________________________________________
_ 
Adult Swim: Monday through Friday, June 29

th
 through August 28

th
, 4:30 - 6:00 PM 

18 Years and Older.  NO CHILDREN ALLOWED.   
The baby pool is CLOSED at this time. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
Season Pass (available at Town Hall Office ONLY) for Park Dist. #1 Residents 
$25.00 Per Person   Lost patches will be re-issued at $10.00 each 
Season Pass (available at Town Hall Office ONLY) for Out-of-Dist. Residents 
$50.00 Per Person   Lost patches will be re-issued at $10.00 each 

NO PATCHES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE POOL 
 

Resident Daily Pass: Available at Town Hall only.  Must have for admittance with Park 
Dist. #1 Daily Fee 
____________________________________________________________________
_ 
Daily Fees:        Resident Park District #1  Outside District  

    Child             $1.50    $5.00 
          Adult                        $2.00    $6.00 
          Senior Citizen  Free with Gold Card  
____________________________________________________________________
_ 
American Red Cross lessons: Four (4) two-week sessions.  40 children maximum 
per session 
$35 per session, Age 4 and up.  Monday through Friday, 11:00 AM-11:45 AM Rain or 
Shine 
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By David Sullivan, Town Supervisor

Is it spring, yet?  Let's hope that better weather lies ahead. The brutal winter put 
lots of strain on our highway department and traffic officers. I know the residents 
join me in thanking our crew for a job well done. The town is truly lucky to have 
talented and hard-working employees in all of its operational areas. They truly 
represent local government at its best.

By now all town residents have received their 2015 town tax bills, and for a fifth 
consecutive year the town tax levy has been reduced. In fact, this year is a 
milestone year because the total town tax levy of $999,161 is the first time since the late 1990's that the 
tax levy is below $1 million. During the sales tax boom of 2010-2011 we applied those additional revenues 
to reduce and stabilize town taxes.

With better weather come opportunities to spiff up and improve the campus. Thanks to an $8,500 grant 
from Chemung County we will be re-grading the upper soccer field (across from the pool on Grandview 
Extension) and adding a 200 meter walking track around the perimeter of the field. This will give residents 
the chance to stretch their legs and work out the kinks without having to leave the campus.  Work will begin 
after the spring soccer season. (Check out more grant news inside this issue.)

The Recreation Committee and baseball/leagues also have many improvements and activities planned for 
the season so stop down to the park and see what's going on.

As always, the Town Board and I are eager to hear your ideas and concerns. Feel free to leave a message 
at the town hall or check out the town website www.townofelmira.com, to send us a message through 
email.

By Jim Pfiffer
Are you looking for an affordable place to have a birthday party, club 
meeting, exercise class, committee meeting or a bridge tournament?

If so, check out the Town Community Center (TCC) located behind the 
Town of Elmira Town Hall on Grandview Avenue. Located in the former 
Jewish Community Center the single-story building is available to the public 
for public meetings and private events.

GREAT NEWS
TOWN COMMUNITY CENTER OPEN AND WAITING 
TO SERVE YOUR NEEDS

TOWN SUPERVISOR HAPPY TO REPORT LOWER TAXES FOR 
FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW 

Continued on page 2
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