
By David Sullivan, Town Supervisor

A newly-formed Town of Elmira Property Maintenance Committee, with concerned residents and two Town 
Board members, is seeking ways to encourage the upkeep of residential properties.

Town Board member Karen Krusen, who is on the committee, said maintaining curb appeal is important in 
all communities. “We all want our property values to be maintained and increase,” she said. “But more 
importantly, well-kept homes and properties will help make the Town a top destination for potential new 
residents.”

The Committee began meeting in the summer and is seeking input from residents on the type of 
improvements they would like to see. Among the committee's suggestions:
! Keep grass cut during the warm weather and sidewalks clear of snow and ice during the winter.
! Don't leave vehicles parked in the front yard of your home. Please use driveways and off-street 
 parking where available.
! Repair broken or heaving sidewalks as soon as possible. This is a safety hazard.  The Town has a  
 sidewalk program where the Town will remove the old blocks as long as residents will replace with 
 new blocks.

If you have questions or concerns about a property, call 734-2031.  If you would like to send your ideas 
and concerns to the committee, email Karen KKrusentownofelmira.com ) or fellow Town Board member 
Scott Bush (SBush@townofelmira.com).

Town Board fights to hold the line on taxes in 2016

By David Sullivan, Town Supervisor

The Town Board has finished the 2016 Town Budget, and for the fifth consecutive year, the 
town will be under the state's tax cap!

The 2016 tax levy is $1,016,425, which is up just 1.69 percent over 2015. 

The town has faced challenging times in preparing budgets in recent years. Our goal as a Town Board 
was to use Fund Balances to provide property tax relief to our residents and we have achieved our goal 
because the 2016 tax levy is 25 percent lower than it was in 2010.  
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GREAT NEWS CONTINUED
Movin� forward, our �oal is to continue to provide exceptional services to our community at a reasonable 
cost.

We have asked our staff to provide �reat service with fewer resources.  They met this challen�e head-on 
and came up with creative solutions that have saved thousands of dollars.  The Board is extremely proud of 
the men and women who work for the Town.

Small local �overnment provides taxpayers with the opportunity to connect directly with their elected 
representatives. Please do not hesitate to stop in, call us or send an email if you should have a concern or 
idea that you would like to share.
Happy Holidays!

PLAN YOUR PARTY AT OUR TOWN 
COMMUNITY CENTER 
By Patty Carozza, Recreation Director 

The Town Community Center has been busy hosting many 
different events.
It has become a hot spot, with rentals for birthday parties, 
wedding showers, and many group meetings. The center 
has a large room for bigger events that includes the use of 
tables and chairs, and we now feature a smaller carpeted 
room with nice tables and comfortable chairs for an 
intimate gathering. It's perfect for 20 to 25 people. 

Bridge groups meet 
there three times a 
week, and it has 
proven to be a nice 
setting as the large 
room provides a 
spacious venue as 
groups move from 
table to table. If 
anyone has an interest 
in learning how to play 

bridge, leave a message for me at Town Hall and we will 
set up some day seminars to learn the game.
    
If anyone is interested in joining the Bone Builders group, 
they meet from 9 to 10 a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. This group, led by Ann Bishop and Debbie Peterson, 
does a series of exercises that include light weightlifting that helps promote maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Feel 
free to drop by and see what it's all about. 

Finally, we would love to hear suggestions on other events or groups that might interest town residents. If you 
have suggestions, email me at pcarozza@stny.rr.com or leave a message at Town Hall.  

The summer bands in the park 
were a huge success and proved 
to be a great family gathering 
place for all ages. A total of 
eight bands played Wednesday 
nights in July and August. Keller-
Williams Realty, which 
sponsored the bands, was a 
great partner. 

Keep an eye out for our 
Christmas event. We are 
organizing it now and plan to 
announce it on our Facebook 
page and on the sign in front of 
the West Elmira Fire 
Department.

Soon, we will improve the West 
Elmira Softball League fields, 
including the addition of a 
softball T-ball field. 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT SAVES $30,000 BUILDING NEW FIELD
By Matt Mustico, Town Highway Superintendent

This summer, the Highway Department built a new baseball field, the Cal Ripken Minor League baseball field, 
at Town Hall. We used more than 100 loads of topsoil that we received at no charge from Big Flats after 
helping them with a project.

We saved the town more than $30,000.

We also built a walking trail around the soccer field and added 20 loads of topsoil to that field.

Winter reminders
Residents should remember odd/even parking started in 
November.

During snowstorms, please try not to park your cars in 
our town roads so we can get the snow removed safely.

Also, after a snowstorm, please do not push any snow 
back in our roads because it becomes a hazard and it is 
illegal.

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 734-0199.

Continued from page 4

A blacktop running and walking path was constructed around our soccer field, 
which was improved in 2015.



We Still answer the phones!                                                
David Sullivan (Supervisor) 734-2031          
Jo Ann Sherwood (Town Clerk) 734-2031
Lori Rupp (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031                             
Liz Lucarelli (Court Clerk ) 734-5971             
Fred (Chip) LeValley (Code Enforcement Officer) 734-3608
Bruce Stanko (Assessor) 734-1486          
Becky Carpenter (Assessor Aide) 734-1486
Peter Michalko (Chief of Police ) 8:30 - 4:30 - 734-2031    
Matt Mustico (Highway Superintendent) 734-0199

Councilpersons
Ron Allison 734-6474
Scott Bush 733-5899   
Thomas Milliken 732-6760         
Karen Krusen 734-9412   
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR TAX EXEMPTIONS?
By Bruce Stanko, Town Assessor

Here are some assessment exemptions available in the Town of Elmira:

Basic STAR
! Basic STAR applies only  
 to school taxes. You must own  
 the property and it must be your primary residence.

Enhanced STAR
! The Enhanced STAR Exemption applies only to school taxes. 

! You must be the legal owner of the property and it must be your 
 primary residence.

! The property must be a one, two or three family residence.

! You are eligible starting the year you turn 65 years old.

! The adjusted gross income of all owners and owners' spouses residing on  
 the premises must be $84,550 or less for tax year 2014.

! Proof of age and income are required.

Veterans
! Veterans' exemptions apply to town and county taxes only.

! Veterans will be required to supply discharge papers and a copy of the deed to their property that proves 
 they are the owners.

! Acceptable dates:
  World War I, April 6, 1917, to  Nov. 11, 1918.
  World War II, Dec. 7, 1941, to Dec. 31, 1946.
  Korean Conflict, June 27, 1950, to Jan. 31, 1955.
  Vietnam War, Feb. 28, 1961, to May 7, 1975.
  Persian Gulf War, beginning Aug. 2, 1990, to present.

! The local Veterans Affairs Office will assist in the completion of the Veterans Exemption Form. Please  
 contact the local Veterans Affairs Office in the old Southside High School building, 425 Pennsylvania Ave.,   
 by calling 733-2178.

! Please note: You must apply for all exemptions by March 1, 2016.
  City, town sharing assessor

The Town of Elmira and the City of Elmira share Assessor Bruce Stanko.

Bruce is at the Town Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Police Business After Hours 735-8600

Contact Us 

“New neighbors?  Not quite, but this home on Cobbles East goes all out for Halloween.  A real treat 
for the kids.  Thanks to the Devlin family for letting us share a couple of photos. “
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ON EAST HILL, GET READY FOR WINTER
By Bud Baldwin, East Hill Volunteer Fire Department Chief    
Hello everyone! Fall is here and snow will be falling soon, so it's time to remind 
residents to drive safely when the snow arrives.

Our road crews do an outstanding job, but please be careful and use extreme 
caution when approaching or encountering highway vehicles and crews on the 
roadways. 

Residents should also have their 
heating systems inspected and cleaned 
to be sure they are in good working 
order. Also, get your chimneys cleaned 
and inspected before use, and only 
burn seasoned wood.

Finally, be sure your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors have new batteries 
and are properly installed.

The members of the East Hill 
Volunteer Fire Department want 
everyone to have a safe winter!

In other East Hill news:
            
! We have started a bottle and can drive fundraiser. 
 We have placed a trailer at the fire station at 266    
 Jerusalem Hill Road and anyone wishing to donate 
 may drop off clean cans and bottles at the trailer  
 anytime. The project is going very well and will be 
 ongoing, so keep them coming! We would like to fill 
 the trailer every week.

! We are continuing our address sign fundraising 
 program and it is also going very well. Anyone wishing 
 a sign on their mailbox should call the fire station with  
 the information or leave a message and we will return  
 your call at 734-5535.  We also can be reached by 
 e-mail at easthill22@stny.rr.com.
 
! We are always looking for new members! Neighbors helping neighbors! Call or email us or stop by the   
 firehouse.

 STAY SAFE AND HAVE A GREAT FALL AND WINTER!!

Get an address sign for your 
mailbox to help us raise

money for the fire department.
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BASEBALL FIELDS SAW BIG IMPROVEMENTS IN 
2015
By Dave Pirozzolo, Chairperson, West 
Elmira Recreation Commission

Our warm summer weather helped attract 
more people to all of our facilities in 
Pirozzolo Park. 

We made some big improvements at the Cal 
Ripken Major League baseball field. The 
infield grew from 60 feet to 70 feet to better 
serve the young major-leaguers. We also 
added two new batting cages and two new 
pitching warmup areas outside the outfield 
fence. 

All of the improvements were spearheaded and funded by a 
generous local businessperson who has volunteered many hours 
over the years to make the program prosper.  

We constructed a new Cal Ripken Minor League baseball field 
below the Majors field to accommodate the changes and the 
number of teams that share the fields from the Minor and Rookie 
divisions. This was a large project and we would like to thank the 
volunteers, the Town of Elmira Highway Department and Scott 
Eschbach for their hard work.
 

Thanks to all of the assistance, we were able to control the costs 
of the project and keep it moving forward.

One of the multipurpose fields used by our friends in the CVSA 
soccer program was upgraded. The field was newly graded, 
received a new top dressing and it was reseeded. We hope it will 
be ready for play next year. Finally, we added a blacktop running 
and walking path around the outer perimeter of the field, using 
grant funding. The project was a win for everyone involved.

All of the recreation events were a success in the spring and 
summer. The weather held out for our Easter Egg Hunt, and we had a good number of “hunters.”

A new Cal Ripken Minor League 
baseball field was constructed below 
the Major League field.

Continued on page 11

Two new batting cages and two new 
pitching warmup areas were added at 
the Cal Ripken Major League baseball 
field.
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KEEP YOUR PROPERTY SAFE, CLEAN YEAR-ROUND
By Chip LeValley, Town Code Enforcement 
Officer

We all want to keep our neighborhoods safe and beautiful. 
With that goal in mind, town residents and other town 
property owners should keep the following information in 
mind:

The town has a sidewalk ordinance (Chapter 193 of the 
Code of the Town of Elmira) that encourages us to maintain 
the sidewalk in front of our property year-round.  Summer is 
a time to repair hazards and winter is a time to clear snow 
and ice. Remember that snow and ice should be removed 
within 24 hours after the end of a snowfall, and please 
don’t throw the snow into the street or roadway.

We are seeing more properties with “stuff” stashed behind 
garages or in back yards behind fences. These days, it’s 
easy to understand that if it’s out of sight, it’s out of mind – 
and it is easier and cheaper than taking it to the dump! But 
“stuff” accumulates and the piles get bigger.  That “stuff” 
becomes ugly to look at unless you’re a rodent. To rodents, 
it’s a trip to a four-star resort and the bonus is that our 

basements are just a few feet away. The “stuff,” however, can violate New York State Property Maintenance Code 
and the town ordinance, and I’m obligated to ask you to remove it or face a stiff fine. So please don’t stash your 
“stuff” on your property. Have a local trash hauler take it away. It will be much cheaper than a fine.

I often urge residents and other property owners to have carbon monoxide detectors/alarms in homes, but now 
the state has a new law that requires the installation of these detectors/alarms in commercial structures. As a 
result, the interior of almost all structures in New York state should have protection from the deadly effects of 
high concentrations of carbon monoxide. If you are the owner or manager of a commercial building, please be 
aware of your requirement to install these devices by checking here: www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/noticadopt.html.

“Traffic Officer Tom Barr, pictured here on the left with Chief Michalko, on staff since 2010, was recently 
promoted to Sergeant. Chief Michalko says Sgt. Barr is a dedicated officer who always goes that extra mile 
to get the job done.”  

WEST ELMIRA PATROLMAN PROMOTED

By Peter Michalko, Town Police Chief

West Elmira Patrolman Tom Barr was promoted to Sgt. Tom Barr on Sept. 21.

Sgt. Barr, 40, joined the West Elmira Police Department on Sept. 14, 2010. He is assigned to the 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. shift.

Odd/even parking reminder

The West Elmira Police Department is reminding residents and visitors to the town that odd/even parking 
restrictions run from Nov. 1 until April 1.

Vehicles need to be parked on the odd side of the street on odd-numbered days and the even side on 
even-numbered days.

Anyone with questions should call 734-2031 or stop by the police department.

See the ordinance here: www.townofelmira.com/post/_docs/ODD_EVEN_PARKING_ORDINANCE.pdf

Remember To Keep Your Sidewalk 
Clear Of Snow And Ice This Winter

New town legislation is calling for the registration of rental housing, which will be in 
Chapters 170 and 171 of the Town Code. We want to know who is responsible for the 
maintenance and upkeep of houses where the owners don’t reside, or if they are empty or 
abandoned. So if you’re reading this and you own property in the town and you live out of 
the county or state, you should complete a registration form promptly to avoid fines or 
penalty. Even if you live locally and own rental housing in the town, you should register the 
property. Any questions, please call me at 734-3608.
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HISTORY LESSONS FOUND IN MANY TOWN STREET NAMES
By Scott W. Deming, town historian

I am frequently asked about the history of street names and homes in West Elmira and how they were named and 
who lived there. 

Some street names are obvious like Hendy Avenue, which is named after John Hendy, the first settler in the area, 
and Water Street, which runs parallel to the Chemung River. 

Some streets were named after the 
families that owned property/farms 
near where the street is located. Lovell 
Avenue is named after Hiram Gray 
Lovell, whose farm was located behind 
the original farmhouse at 1648 W. 
Water St. The home is still owned by 
Lovell family descendants. 

Just south of the Lovell family home is 
Curren Drive, which is named after Will 
Curren, who had a farm in that area. 

Carrollton Avenue is named after Charles Carroll, who had a farmhouse at 931 W. Water St.

Evergreen Avenue was named after the “The Evergreens,” a large house in the 1600 block of West Water Street 
owned by William T. Post in 1872.

Demarest Parkway is named after Mark Demarest, who had a farm from the river up the hill to the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church area and bordering to the west the property of Judge Hiram Gray. Gray Street is named after Judge 
Hiram Gray, who lived in the cobblestone house between Cobbles East and West. 

Cleveland Avenue is one of West Elmira’s oldest streets with some of the oldest homes dating to 1893. It was 
named after President Grover Cleveland. One of the early businesses in the town, Elmira Ice Company, was located 
at the foot of Cleveland Avenue. As a young boy, my family lived on Cleveland Avenue and I remember finding 
remnants of the business near the river at the foot of the street during the many hours we spent playing down 
near the river. 

Church Street opened to the point from Wall Street in 1899 and was named after Phillip Church, the surveyor who 
first mapped Elmira. 

Some street names were selected by drawing  names from a hat. Westmont Avenue and Lexington Avenue names 
were hat selections.

Roricks Glen Parkway was named after the Roricks Glen theater that was located on the south side of the river and 
was a popular tourist destination in the late 1800s. 

Information for this article was taken from articles in the “Town of Elmira 1792-1992,” the 200th anniversary book 
on the town.

Note to Town residents: I continue to look for historic subjects (people, places, homes, historic events, old 
schools, family history, etc.) about the Town of Elmira to write about. I would be very interested in writing about 
families that these streets were named after. If you have any suggestions or information you would like to share for 
future articles please e-mail me at demingsw@yahoo.com or call me at home at 732-1177.

CARROLLTON
Carrollton Avenue is named after Charles Carroll, who had a farmhouse on West Water Street. Mr. Carroll was a 
Town Supervisor, after his death in 1929 his wife Jessie completed his term of office.

CLEVELAND
Cleveland Avenue, named after President Grover Cleveland, has homes dating back to 1893. 

CURREN
Curren Drive is named after Will Curren, who had a farm in that area. 

DEMAREST
Demarest Parkway is named after Mark Demarest, who had a farm from the river up the hill to the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church area. 

EVERGREEN
Evergreen Avenue was named after the “The Evergreens,” a large house in the 1600 block of West Water Street.

Hendy and Hendy Plaque Hendy Avenue is named after John Hendy, the first settler in the area. There is a 

plaque about John Hendy on West Water Street.

Lovell
Lovell Avenue is named after Hiram Gray Lovell, a farm owner on West Water Street. The home is still owned by 
Lovell family descendants.

Roricks
Roricks Glen Parkway was named after the Roricks Glen theater.

Continued from page 6
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KEEP YOUR PROPERTY SAFE, CLEAN YEAR-ROUND
By Chip LeValley, Town Code Enforcement 
Officer

We all want to keep our neighborhoods safe and beautiful. 
With that goal in mind, town residents and other town 
property owners should keep the following information in 
mind:

The town has a sidewalk ordinance (Chapter 193 of the 
Code of the Town of Elmira) that encourages us to maintain 
the sidewalk in front of our property year-round.  Summer is 
a time to repair hazards and winter is a time to clear snow 
and ice. Remember that snow and ice should be removed 
within 24 hours after the end of a snowfall, and please 
don’t throw the snow into the street or roadway.

We are seeing more properties with “stuff” stashed behind 
garages or in back yards behind fences. These days, it’s 
easy to understand that if it’s out of sight, it’s out of mind – 
and it is easier and cheaper than taking it to the dump! But 
“stuff” accumulates and the piles get bigger.  That “stuff” 
becomes ugly to look at unless you’re a rodent. To rodents, 
it’s a trip to a four-star resort and the bonus is that our 

basements are just a few feet away. The “stuff,” however, can violate New York State Property Maintenance Code 
and the town ordinance, and I’m obligated to ask you to remove it or face a stiff fine. So please don’t stash your 
“stuff” on your property. Have a local trash hauler take it away. It will be much cheaper than a fine.

I often urge residents and other property owners to have carbon monoxide detectors/alarms in homes, but now 
the state has a new law that requires the installation of these detectors/alarms in commercial structures. As a 
result, the interior of almost all structures in New York state should have protection from the deadly effects of 
high concentrations of carbon monoxide. If you are the owner or manager of a commercial building, please be 
aware of your requirement to install these devices by checking here: www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/noticadopt.html.

“Traffic Officer Tom Barr, pictured here on the left with Chief Michalko, on staff since 2010, was recently 
promoted to Sergeant. Chief Michalko says Sgt. Barr is a dedicated officer who always goes that extra mile 
to get the job done.”  

WEST ELMIRA PATROLMAN PROMOTED

By Peter Michalko, Town Police Chief

West Elmira Patrolman Tom Barr was promoted to Sgt. Tom Barr on Sept. 21.

Sgt. Barr, 40, joined the West Elmira Police Department on Sept. 14, 2010. He is assigned to the 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. shift.

Odd/even parking reminder

The West Elmira Police Department is reminding residents and visitors to the town that odd/even parking 
restrictions run from Nov. 1 until April 1.

Vehicles need to be parked on the odd side of the street on odd-numbered days and the even side on 
even-numbered days.

Anyone with questions should call 734-2031 or stop by the police department.

See the ordinance here: www.townofelmira.com/post/_docs/ODD_EVEN_PARKING_ORDINANCE.pdf

Remember To Keep Your Sidewalk 
Clear Of Snow And Ice This Winter

New town legislation is calling for the registration of rental housing, which will be in 
Chapters 170 and 171 of the Town Code. We want to know who is responsible for the 
maintenance and upkeep of houses where the owners don’t reside, or if they are empty or 
abandoned. So if you’re reading this and you own property in the town and you live out of 
the county or state, you should complete a registration form promptly to avoid fines or 
penalty. Even if you live locally and own rental housing in the town, you should register the 
property. Any questions, please call me at 734-3608.
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ON EAST HILL, GET READY FOR WINTER
By Bud Baldwin, East Hill Volunteer Fire Department Chief    
Hello everyone! Fall is here and snow will be falling soon, so it's time to remind 
residents to drive safely when the snow arrives.

Our road crews do an outstanding job, but please be careful and use extreme 
caution when approaching or encountering highway vehicles and crews on the 
roadways. 

Residents should also have their 
heating systems inspected and cleaned 
to be sure they are in good working 
order. Also, get your chimneys cleaned 
and inspected before use, and only 
burn seasoned wood.

Finally, be sure your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors have new batteries 
and are properly installed.

The members of the East Hill 
Volunteer Fire Department want 
everyone to have a safe winter!

In other East Hill news:
            
! We have started a bottle and can drive fundraiser. 
 We have placed a trailer at the fire station at 266    
 Jerusalem Hill Road and anyone wishing to donate 
 may drop off clean cans and bottles at the trailer  
 anytime. The project is going very well and will be 
 ongoing, so keep them coming! We would like to fill 
 the trailer every week.

! We are continuing our address sign fundraising 
 program and it is also going very well. Anyone wishing 
 a sign on their mailbox should call the fire station with  
 the information or leave a message and we will return  
 your call at 734-5535.  We also can be reached by 
 e-mail at easthill22@stny.rr.com.
 
! We are always looking for new members! Neighbors helping neighbors! Call or email us or stop by the   
 firehouse.

 STAY SAFE AND HAVE A GREAT FALL AND WINTER!!

Get an address sign for your 
mailbox to help us raise

money for the fire department.
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BASEBALL FIELDS SAW BIG IMPROVEMENTS IN 
2015
By Dave Pirozzolo, Chairperson, West 
Elmira Recreation Commission

Our warm summer weather helped attract 
more people to all of our facilities in 
Pirozzolo Park. 

We made some big improvements at the Cal 
Ripken Major League baseball field. The 
infield grew from 60 feet to 70 feet to better 
serve the young major-leaguers. We also 
added two new batting cages and two new 
pitching warmup areas outside the outfield 
fence. 

All of the improvements were spearheaded and funded by a 
generous local businessperson who has volunteered many hours 
over the years to make the program prosper.  

We constructed a new Cal Ripken Minor League baseball field 
below the Majors field to accommodate the changes and the 
number of teams that share the fields from the Minor and Rookie 
divisions. This was a large project and we would like to thank the 
volunteers, the Town of Elmira Highway Department and Scott 
Eschbach for their hard work.
 

Thanks to all of the assistance, we were able to control the costs 
of the project and keep it moving forward.

One of the multipurpose fields used by our friends in the CVSA 
soccer program was upgraded. The field was newly graded, 
received a new top dressing and it was reseeded. We hope it will 
be ready for play next year. Finally, we added a blacktop running 
and walking path around the outer perimeter of the field, using 
grant funding. The project was a win for everyone involved.

All of the recreation events were a success in the spring and 
summer. The weather held out for our Easter Egg Hunt, and we had a good number of “hunters.”

A new Cal Ripken Minor League 
baseball field was constructed below 
the Major League field.

Continued on page 11

Two new batting cages and two new 
pitching warmup areas were added at 
the Cal Ripken Major League baseball 
field.



We Still answer the phones!                                                
David Sullivan (Supervisor) 734-2031          
Jo Ann Sherwood (Town Clerk) 734-2031
Lori Rupp (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031                             
Liz Lucarelli (Court Clerk ) 734-5971             
Fred (Chip) LeValley (Code Enforcement Officer) 734-3608
Bruce Stanko (Assessor) 734-1486          
Becky Carpenter (Assessor Aide) 734-1486
Peter Michalko (Chief of Police ) 8:30 - 4:30 - 734-2031    
Matt Mustico (Highway Superintendent) 734-0199

Councilpersons
Ron Allison 734-6474
Scott Bush 733-5899   
Thomas Milliken 732-6760         
Karen Krusen 734-9412   
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR TAX EXEMPTIONS?
By Bruce Stanko, Town Assessor

Here are some assessment exemptions available in the Town of Elmira:

Basic STAR
! Basic STAR applies only  
 to school taxes. You must own  
 the property and it must be your primary residence.

Enhanced STAR
! The Enhanced STAR Exemption applies only to school taxes. 

! You must be the legal owner of the property and it must be your 
 primary residence.

! The property must be a one, two or three family residence.

! You are eligible starting the year you turn 65 years old.

! The adjusted gross income of all owners and owners' spouses residing on  
 the premises must be $84,550 or less for tax year 2014.

! Proof of age and income are required.

Veterans
! Veterans' exemptions apply to town and county taxes only.

! Veterans will be required to supply discharge papers and a copy of the deed to their property that proves 
 they are the owners.

! Acceptable dates:
  World War I, April 6, 1917, to  Nov. 11, 1918.
  World War II, Dec. 7, 1941, to Dec. 31, 1946.
  Korean Conflict, June 27, 1950, to Jan. 31, 1955.
  Vietnam War, Feb. 28, 1961, to May 7, 1975.
  Persian Gulf War, beginning Aug. 2, 1990, to present.

! The local Veterans Affairs Office will assist in the completion of the Veterans Exemption Form. Please  
 contact the local Veterans Affairs Office in the old Southside High School building, 425 Pennsylvania Ave.,   
 by calling 733-2178.

! Please note: You must apply for all exemptions by March 1, 2016.
  City, town sharing assessor

The Town of Elmira and the City of Elmira share Assessor Bruce Stanko.

Bruce is at the Town Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Police Business After Hours 735-8600

Contact Us 

“New neighbors?  Not quite, but this home on Cobbles East goes all out for Halloween.  A real treat 
for the kids.  Thanks to the Devlin family for letting us share a couple of photos. “
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GREAT NEWS CONTINUED
Movin� forward, our �oal is to continue to provide exceptional services to our community at a reasonable 
cost.

We have asked our staff to provide �reat service with fewer resources.  They met this challen�e head-on 
and came up with creative solutions that have saved thousands of dollars.  The Board is extremely proud of 
the men and women who work for the Town.

Small local �overnment provides taxpayers with the opportunity to connect directly with their elected 
representatives. Please do not hesitate to stop in, call us or send an email if you should have a concern or 
idea that you would like to share.
Happy Holidays!

PLAN YOUR PARTY AT OUR TOWN 
COMMUNITY CENTER 
By Patty Carozza, Recreation Director 

The Town Community Center has been busy hosting many 
different events.
It has become a hot spot, with rentals for birthday parties, 
wedding showers, and many group meetings. The center 
has a large room for bigger events that includes the use of 
tables and chairs, and we now feature a smaller carpeted 
room with nice tables and comfortable chairs for an 
intimate gathering. It's perfect for 20 to 25 people. 

Bridge groups meet 
there three times a 
week, and it has 
proven to be a nice 
setting as the large 
room provides a 
spacious venue as 
groups move from 
table to table. If 
anyone has an interest 
in learning how to play 

bridge, leave a message for me at Town Hall and we will 
set up some day seminars to learn the game.
    
If anyone is interested in joining the Bone Builders group, 
they meet from 9 to 10 a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. This group, led by Ann Bishop and Debbie Peterson, 
does a series of exercises that include light weightlifting that helps promote maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Feel 
free to drop by and see what it's all about. 

Finally, we would love to hear suggestions on other events or groups that might interest town residents. If you 
have suggestions, email me at pcarozza@stny.rr.com or leave a message at Town Hall.  

The summer bands in the park 
were a huge success and proved 
to be a great family gathering 
place for all ages. A total of 
eight bands played Wednesday 
nights in July and August. Keller-
Williams Realty, which 
sponsored the bands, was a 
great partner. 

Keep an eye out for our 
Christmas event. We are 
organizing it now and plan to 
announce it on our Facebook 
page and on the sign in front of 
the West Elmira Fire 
Department.

Soon, we will improve the West 
Elmira Softball League fields, 
including the addition of a 
softball T-ball field. 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT SAVES $30,000 BUILDING NEW FIELD
By Matt Mustico, Town Highway Superintendent

This summer, the Highway Department built a new baseball field, the Cal Ripken Minor League baseball field, 
at Town Hall. We used more than 100 loads of topsoil that we received at no charge from Big Flats after 
helping them with a project.

We saved the town more than $30,000.

We also built a walking trail around the soccer field and added 20 loads of topsoil to that field.

Winter reminders
Residents should remember odd/even parking started in 
November.

During snowstorms, please try not to park your cars in 
our town roads so we can get the snow removed safely.

Also, after a snowstorm, please do not push any snow 
back in our roads because it becomes a hazard and it is 
illegal.

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 734-0199.

Continued from page 4

A blacktop running and walking path was constructed around our soccer field, 
which was improved in 2015.



By David Sullivan, Town Supervisor

A newly-formed Town of Elmira Property Maintenance Committee, with concerned residents and two Town 
Board members, is seeking ways to encourage the upkeep of residential properties.

Town Board member Karen Krusen, who is on the committee, said maintaining curb appeal is important in 
all communities. “We all want our property values to be maintained and increase,” she said. “But more 
importantly, well-kept homes and properties will help make the Town a top destination for potential new 
residents.”

The Committee began meeting in the summer and is seeking input from residents on the type of 
improvements they would like to see. Among the committee's suggestions:
! Keep grass cut during the warm weather and sidewalks clear of snow and ice during the winter.
! Don't leave vehicles parked in the front yard of your home. Please use driveways and off-street 
 parking where available.
! Repair broken or heaving sidewalks as soon as possible. This is a safety hazard.  The Town has a  
 sidewalk program where the Town will remove the old blocks as long as residents will replace with 
 new blocks.

If you have questions or concerns about a property, call 734-2031.  If you would like to send your ideas 
and concerns to the committee, email Karen KKrusentownofelmira.com ) or fellow Town Board member 
Scott Bush (SBush@townofelmira.com).

Town Board fights to hold the line on taxes in 2016

By David Sullivan, Town Supervisor

The Town Board has finished the 2016 Town Budget, and for the fifth consecutive year, the 
town will be under the state's tax cap!

The 2016 tax levy is $1,016,425, which is up just 1.69 percent over 2015. 

The town has faced challenging times in preparing budgets in recent years. Our goal as a Town Board 
was to use Fund Balances to provide property tax relief to our residents and we have achieved our goal 
because the 2016 tax levy is 25 percent lower than it was in 2010.  

Town of Elmira
1255 West Water Street
Elmira, New York 14905
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KEEP PROPERTIES SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE, 
NEW TOWN COMMITTEE URGES

GREAT NEWS
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