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News from the Town of Elmira

The Town Compost Facility located at the Highway Garage, 1890 W. Water Street is open and ready to 
receive your yard waste, but large tree branches and big brush (aka whole bushes) will NOT be 
accepted. Due to the increased cost of grinding tree branches and brush, Highway Superintendent, 
Matt Mustico asks neighbors to help him keep this service cost-efficient and available, “We'll be 
monitoring the drop-off site daily and limiting the content and size of loads.” To clarify, Mustico says, 
“Our site is set up for reasonable size loads of residential twigs and clippings, not whole trees, tree 
branches and bushes, so any big pick-up or trailer loads will be turned away.” If you have not already 
done so, residents and property owners may apply for a free permit at Town Hall.

New Hours of Operation.
Monday - Friday 7:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. except holidays
Saturday 8:00 A.M .to Noon

GREAT NEWS

Check us out on the Web: www.townofelmira.com

Continued page 3
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     Compost Your Clippings

The media is filled with stories about the rising cost of government.        
I am concerned as well and that is why our town board has been 
working very hard to provide the best possible services at a reasonable 
cost. Through shared services, a very conservative budget process and 
by using sales tax revenue, the town tax levy has shrunk 22% since 
2010. 

For an illustration of the savings, check out the following example:

A home in West Elmira assessed for $102,000 
(using 100% assessed valuation)

 
      2010 tax 2013 tax Pct. Change

 General Fund  $90.40 55.23  -38.9%
 Highway    74.10 31.08  -58.1%
 Light District    27.93 17.43  -37.6%

 Park     67.57 54.31  -19.6%
 Traffic (Police)  143.96          155.81     8.2%

     Town Tax Bill          $403.96         313.86       -22.3%

As always, I hope you thoroughly enjoy this spring newsletter. Please reach out to board members and 
staff with any questions, any time! Use our website www.townofelmira.com or the handy contact 
guide on page 9.

Dave Sullivan, Supervisor & 
Matt Mustico, Highway Superintendent 

review the Spring Road Repair List.
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          From Code Officer, Chip LeValley… 
Lawn Care 101
It's grass mowing time again. Chip says, “Town law requires tidy lawns be kept under 10” tall 
and please help us keep storm drains clear.” Homeowners (and their yard-work helpers 
whether kids or contractors) should keep grass clippings off roadways. “Please mow the 
grass closest to the street so cuttings go back into the yard,” he asks. Clippings clog catch 
basins. That disrupts storm water distribution, and that leads to flooding.  

               Help Us Find You
House numbers must be a minimum of 4” tall, so emergency vehicles can see them from the street!

Check It Out 
Chip's got his own page at www.townofelmira.com. Under CODES you'll find a heap of handy files and links: 

New York State Building Codes: http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/st/ny/st/index.htm
Town Laws, Ordinances & Zoning: http://www.ecode360.com/EL2935 

NFIP Flood Info: http://www.Floodsmart.gov
Floodplain Development Standards: http://www.stcplanning.org/index.asp?pageId=108

Stormwater Information Resource: http://chemungstormwater.org/

       Plus, Documents & Maps for Code Related Questions:
       Building Permit Fees
       National Flood Insurance Program
       Town of Elmira Zoning Map
       Flood Zone Descriptions
       Clinton Street Drainage Development
       Chemung River Map Historic Flooding
       I want to build a deck! What do I need to do?

Last But Not Least
Chip says he spends a lot of time “on the road” doing inspections, so “I may not be in the office when you stop by. 
You're welcome to call ahead and set a time to discuss your building or spring project.”

        

                                                           Spring Clean-Up Commences
Street sweepers are out and as soon as the blacktop plants open, Matt says, “We'll be out, putting in permanent 
patch in the pot holes.” There is no spring pick-up, so please remember that yard waste, grass clippings and leaves 
DO NOT go in the roadway. “If folks have any questions, they are always free to call,” he adds. “I can be reached at 
734-0199, between 7 & 3:30 or at highwaydept@townofelmira.com anytime.”   

Roads Report
The following roads will be resurfaced: Rorick's Glen, Greenridge Drive, Geneva Street, Carrollton Avenue, Guinnip 
Avenue, Turner Road, Groff Road and part of Crane Road. Mill Hill will get oil and stone. Residents will be informed 
when work is to take place. Depending on the cost of materials, road list may be reduced or expanded.

From Highway Superintendent, Matt Mustico… 
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More Great News…                                                                    
                                                                                                               
EFA Senior, Hannah Strong has been recognized for exemplary service to her school and community. 
Nominated by her guidance counselor, Eloise Streeter, Strong received an Outstanding Youth Award at 
the November 2012 Town Board Meeting. 

In her nomination, Streeter notes Strong's myriad accomplishments both in and out of school. The 
academically-gifted Strong sits in the top ten of her class and holds leadership positions in the National 
Honor Society and Student Council, as well as on her soccer and lacrosse teams. A dancer, referee, 
lifeguard, mentor, Rotary Youth Salute Top Ten finalist and friend, Strong has also logged more than 
100 volunteer hours at Arnot Ogden Medical Center and participated in numerous fundraising walks, 
runs and rallies year-round. After graduation, Strong plans a pre-med major followed by medical school for neuroscience. 

 
Outstanding Youth Awards are awarded by the Town of Elmira to recognize lifelong residents who have made significant 
contributions to their schools and community, as well as demonstrated qualities of leadership, character and good citizenship. 
Youth leaders, parents, educators, coaches and clergy are encouraged to nominate young people in grades 7 - 12 who reside  
in the Town of Elmira. Nominations are accepted year-round. 

100 Reasons to Smile 
Mildred Rugur has a great sense of humor. Despite having suffered the misspelling of her 
palindromic last name for years, she laughs off the “Rugar with an A” on the declaration in 
honor of her 100th birthday that was delivered by State Senator, Tom O'Mara. In fact, she 
laughs her way through an entire interview, amazed that the celebration begun in 
California at Christmastime when she was “99.9 years old” is still of interest to anyone! 

Born in 1913, Rugur passed the century mark on February 8th. She says her birthday went 
on and on “including parties one after another with my Monday lunch club, the 
Horseheads Retired Teachers Group, Retired Teachers of the Elmira Area and the ADK 
sorority.” In fact, a rather large stack of cards still sits beside her chair.  

The retired teacher, Elderhostel world traveler and long-time literacy volunteer says she still 
loves to read and to amaze herself with things like Ancient Greek. “My friends think I'm 
crazy, but I just got one of the Great Courses in Calculus so I can figure out what I missed 
the first time through.” Rugur credits her “very good health” with helping her live so long, 
but folks might suspect her boundless energy, high spirits and sense of adventure have at 
least as much to do with it.

                                        …and an Unexpected Good-bye
On December 12, 2012 the Highway Department lost an employee and friend. Mike Shaline 

thunderwent open heart surgery on December 7 . The surgery went fine, and Mike was released 
st thfrom the hospital on his 21  birthday, December 11 . Highway Superintendent, Matt Mustico got 

tha call from Mike's family on December 12  saying he was not doing well. “Around 6:15 P.M. they 
called asking me to come to the E.R.,” Mustico remembers. “By the time I arrived Mike had 
passed away from heart complications.” 

Mike started his work with the Town as a BOCES student in the summer of 2009. “I called him 
back for summer help in 2010,” says Matt, “and when a full-time position opened up, I was able  
to keep him.” In January 2013, the Highway Department took delivery of a new plow truck and 
decided to dedicate it in memory of Mike. The new truck, MIKE is numbered 21 in honor of his 

st21  birthday the day before he passed. At the Town Board Meeting on January 22, 2013, 
members of the Highway Department presented Shaline's family with a plaque bearing MIKE's 
picture.  

 

Centenarian Still Cares for Her 
Own Home in West Elmira

Hannah Strong

                                                           - SAVE -
    TOWN OF ELMIRA POOL 2013 Schedule

IMPORTANT DAYS

Monday,  June 3��  Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for Park District #1  
     residents only
Saturday,  June 22� � OPENING DAY    12 NOON
Monday,  June 17� �   Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for everyone else
Monday,  June 24 - July 5    1st SET OF LESSONS
Monday,  July 8  -   July 19� 2nd SET OF LESSONS
Monday,  July 22 -  Aug 2� 3RD SET OF LESSONS
Monday,  Aug. 5 -   Aug.16� 4TH SET OF LESSONS

Monday,  Sept. 2� �   LAST DAY POOL CLOSES AT 5:45 PM

Pool Hours- June 22- Aug. 24� 12 Noon - 7:45 PM     Aug. 25 - Sept. 2� 12 Noon - 5:45 PM

Adult Swim: Monday through Friday, June 24 through August 23 4:30 - 6:00 PM 
18 YEARS AND OLDER.  NO CHILDREN ALLOWED.  

The baby pool is CLOSED during ADULT SWIM.

POOL FEES
Pool Patches available at the Town Hall ONLY 

(No patches will be issued at the pool)
 Park District #1 residents only.

  Season Pass: � $15 Individual
     $15 per Person - Family

  Resident Pass:  Available at Town Hall only. 
     Must have for admittance with Park Dist. #1 Daily Fee

Daily Fees:�       Resident Park District #1� � Outside District 
    Child� � �       $1.00� � � � $4.00
    Adult� �                  $1.50� � � � $5.00

          Senior Citizen� � Free with Gold Card�

  American Red Cross lessons: 
  Four (4) two-week sessions.  40 children maximum per session    
  $25 per session, Age 4 and up.  Monday through Friday, 
  11:00 AM-11:45 AM Rain or Shine

                                                           - SAVE -

Family Accepts Plaque 
Commemorating New Plow, MIKE

  Class Act
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GENERAL HOUSEKEEPING 

Police Business After Hours 735-8600

We Still answer the phones!                                                
David Sullivan (Supervisor) 734-2031          
Jo Ann Sherwood (Town Clerk) 734-2031
Lori Rupp (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031                             
Liz Lucarelli (Court Clerk ) 734-5971             
Fred (Chip) LeValley (Code Enforcement Officer) 734-3608        
Becky Carpenter (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031
Peter Michalko (Chief of Police ) 8:30 - 4:30 - 734-2031    
Matt Mustico (Highway Superintendent) 734-0199

Councilpersons
Ron Allison 734-6474
Kenneth Bush 733-4373    
Thomas Milliken 732-6760         
Karen Krusen 734-9412   

Contact Us 

th thJuly 10  Joe Cavallaro's Big Band (swing)   July 17  Diamond Back Rattlers (blue grass)
th st

July 24  Gray Matters (classic rock)   July 31  Luck Ducks (all your favorites)
th th

August 7  Boots (classic country)      August 14  Hepcats Big Band (swing)
st thAugust 21  Suspect (classic rock)    August 28  TBA (Celtic)

SPRING INTO SUMMER

Sweet Sounds of Summer

Pack a picnic, bring a blanket or beach chair and join us for some mid-week music!

– Summer Music Schedule –

Hot Fun in the Summertime
The Town of Elmira Recreation Commission is thrilled to bring you another season of great events from movies 
to music, gardening to golf! We want kids and kids-at-heart of all ages to come out to play in the Park! 

         Fun & Games
Summer Athletic Camps for kids ages 6 - 12 are back and better than ever! This year we'll offer
basketball, baseball, golf, soccer, games, lacrosse, softball, running and more!
Each one-week program focuses on fundamentals, skill-building and fun. Space is limited and some 
experience is preferred. Registration flyers will come home from school with your child in May.

All camps will be led by Bob DeMember, certified Physical Education/Health Education Teacher, as well as qualified, 
sports-specific co-instructors -- Jay Stukey, Jerry Laney and Derek Hamilton.

Swing Batter Batter
The West Elmira Cal Ripken Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball and Cinderella Softball Leagues will offer another full 
season of fun for players ages 4 & up. Come on out and enjoy a swinging good time watching our regular season 
teams and welcoming our tournament season guests! Sign-ups continue at Town Hall through April or until teams 
are filled.

Let's Hear it for Lacrosse  
Lax is back for its second summer. The Elmira Youth Lacrosse League is an independent youth league    
dedicated to teaching boys and girls in grades K-6 the basics. For more information, contact 
coordinator, Jason Stukey by phone at 742-6428 or by email at orangefan44@hotmail.com.

            Pool Prep & Snack Shack
Be sure to welcome our new pool directors and welcome back our friendly guards! With summer right around the 
corner, we can't wait to once again offer a safe, clean, fun environment where town families can swim and play 
together! Please remember to sign up early for swim lessons and to sew your patches on your bathing suit or towel. 

Check it out! A brand new Snack Shack has been situated on the park-side of the pool complex for your convenience.

Any questions? Call Bob DeMember @ 795-0756 or email rdemember@gstboces.org.

May 4th -- Opening Day Parade & Activities -- 11:30 A.M.

Watch for dates & times on the sign board in front of Town Hall!

            Town Website Links Resident to Resources
A visit to our thoroughly updated website www.townofelmira.com can save you valuable time and energy! You'll find schedules, 
forms, pages for town offices, contacts for employees & board members, as well as links to Town History, Town Recreation, even 
archived Town Talk newsletters!

Here's what you can access from the Assessor's Page:
Change of Address Form

How to Apply for the STAR Exemption
STAR Application

IVP Enhanced Star Automatic Renewal Form
Star Enhanced & Senior Income Worksheet

How to apply for the Veteran Exemption
Veteran Exemption Application
Clergy Exemption Application

Agricultural Exemption Renewal Application
Southern Tier Central - GIS Portal - http://24.97.219.74/chemungsdg/

Grievance Procedures  - http://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/contest/contestasmt.htm
General Assessment Information  - http://www.orps.state.ny.us/primer/index.htm

The Clerk's Page includes:
Compost Program Information

Pool Schedule 2013
Compost Permits

DEC Conservation Licenses
Dog Licenses

FOIL Information
Foil Request Form

Handicap Parking Permits
Marriage Licenses

Racing and Wagering
Solicitor's Permit Information
Soliciting Ordinance Permit

Swimming Program

Town of Elmira

PARKING 
PERMIT

Wednesdays @ 6 @ the Pirozzolo Park Pavilion
Stop by for a visit!
Joe Cost (Bookkeeper) 734-2031
Melanie Purcell (Assessor) 734-1486  

Deputy Clerk, Becky Carpenter 
enjoys her new digs. You'll find 
her in the front office working 
alongside fellow Deputy Clerk, 
Lori Rupp and Town Clerk, JoAnn 
Sherwood. Next time you stop by 
Town Hall be sure to say hello.
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The Hans Peterson Blacksmith Shop in West Elmira- 1876 to 1915
Scott W. Deming- Town Historian

ESSENTIALS 

It was recently brought to my attention by    
Dr. Marsden Stamp (a lifelong resident of the 
Town of Elmira) that there once was a 
blacksmith shop near the point in West Elmira. 
I thought it would be of interest to do an 
article on the “town blacksmith” since they 
played an important role in the operation and 
maintenance of the major mode of 
transportation of the day (the horse and 
carriage) as well as the operation and 
maintenance of the local farms. In looking 
through files at the West Elmira Town Hall I 
was able to locate information on the Hans 
Peterson blacksmith shop. Childhood 

sweethearts Hans Peterson (born on November 14, 1845 to Peter Hanson and Mrs. Hanson and died 
April 18, 1927 at the age of 81 years old) and Mary Kell (born on January 19, 1850 to Olof and 
Kjersti Kell and died at the age of 103 years old on November 3, 1953) immigrated from their native 
Stockholm, Sweden in 1872 on a steamship voyage that took 22 days. Hans had learned the 
blacksmith trade while in his native Sweden. Hans arrived in Elmira with a carpet bag containing all of 
his belongings and the equivalent of ten dollars. After several days in Elmira Hans and Mary relocated 
to Buffalo, NY where they were married on November 4, 1873. After living in Buffalo for 13 months 
they returned to Elmira and they never left once they returned.

When Hans first arrived back in Elmira in 1874 he went to work for John Cooper who had a blacksmith 
shop at 209 South Main Street in Elmira. The firm soon came to be known as Cooper and Peterson 
and then Peterson and Kell. During the building of the Elmira Reformatory the stone workers needed 
their tools sharpened so Hans worked nights sharpening their tools and delivered them to the workers 
first thing in the morning. This job was extremely profitable and gave Hans a very good start. 
In 1876 the residents of West Elmira decided they needed a blacksmith shop in their neighborhood. 
They invited Hans to relocate there but Hans had reservations due to the fact that it was so far “out in 
the country”. At the time West Water Street was dirt road which ran along the river. They finally 
convinced him by giving him land to build a building on. The land the shop was located on was part of 
the old Fitch farm who Fitches Bridge is named after. The location of the shop was on the south side of 
West Water Street very near where the present Redfield Drive connects to West Water Street. This 
location was just across from the Coleman farm, long the home of Alexander K. Coleman at 1816 
West Water Street. Hans and Mary lived in an old vine covered hewn log cottage (behind the shop) 
near the river. They lived there prior to building their “modern” house at 1527 West Water Street in 
1889. The old log cottage was just west of the old Bartholomew's mill which was a saw mill and grist 
mill combined with a large water wheel that was run by the flow of the river. Over the next 40 years 
Hans built a blacksmith business that was a local landmark for many years with customers coming from 
20 miles around for his services. Some of Hans' customers included Judge Hiram Gray (of Cobbles 
house fame) and Ferral Dinniny (lawyer and member of Blossburg Coal Company) who always drove 
their horses to Hans's shop to be shod and he also maintained their wagons for them.

Hans Peterson blacksmith shop once located west of the point at Redfield Drive

HISTORY LESSONS

In the last two years, the West Elmira Police Department has seen a substantial increase in fraud investigations in which Town 
residents have been scammed out of money. Sadly, we are sure not all victims of scams are reporting the incidents. Victims are 
sometimes reluctant to report the incident out of embarrassment to admit they have lost money and/or fallen prey to a scam.   
There are several varieties of scams being used in which victims are asked to send money via Western Union or money order to 
subjects who reside in Canada, Puerto Rico or other foreign countries. The most common is a phone call or letter reporting a 
Lottery winning in a foreign country. The victim is “required” to wire several thousand dollars in order to “speed the winnings 
through Customs” and told the FBI will deliver said winnings to their front door. Sounds silly, but imagine you were notified that 
you had won hundreds of thousands of dollars and you only needed to send three thousand dollars via Western Union or 
Money Order to get it delivered to your door? ! Here are the holes in the scammer's story: first, if you won it would be much 
more efficient for the awarding Lottery to pay the “customs fee” out of the winnings; second, the FBI does not deliver lottery 
winnings. The story would be more believable if scammers said the IRS would be involved as any winnings from a foreign 
country are TAXED. The IRS, not the FBI would contact you to determine how you were going to pay those taxes; and third, a 
payment to rush your winnings through customs sounds illegal. It is! If someone suggests it, there's a scam afoot. Last, but not 
least, how exactly does one win a lottery in a foreign country when one has NOT entered? If this scam is run by phone, 
scammers will sometimes provide a phone number to call. Do not be fooled, just because a number is provided does NOT 
mean the phone is traceable. Scammers simply purchase a TRAC phone and an Air Time card as these can be activated 
anonymously. Basically, a throw away phone is untraceable.  The number assigned may give you indication in what state or 
country the phone was activated but remember that after activation that phone can travel to any location in the world.
   Often we see “Winning Notification” letters which are received via mail.  The postmark is usually different than the country 
identified in the body of the letter announcing you are a winner, this is the first clue you are being scammed.  If the letter is 
postmarked from CANADA and the letter inside is informing you that you have just won several hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in Puerto Rico as a result of a lottery winning please ask yourself than why did the letter come from Canada or another 
country not associated with the lottery you supposedly won. This letter should be on it's way to the trash can before you even 
read it any further.  Often in the letter a phone number will be provided for you to call to claim your “winnings”.   Upon making 
that call you will be instructed to go obtain a Money Order for several thousand dollars and then call the number back for 
further instructions. Upon calling the number back you will be asked to provide the numbers located at the bottom of the Money 
Order, once you have given those numbers the money on that money order IS GONE. The scammers do NOT need the paper 
version of the Money Order but only the serial number on the bottom of the Money Order. There have been cases where the 
victim has been instructed to make the money order out to a family member to ensure it is not a scam.  Regardless of whose 
name is on the Money Order once you provide the serial number the money order is cashed and that money is gone.
    Another popular scam we have seen is where a caller claiming to be a grandchild calls and asks you if you know who this is?  
Upon you guessing with a name the scam then begins where the caller assumes the name and tells you NOT to tell his parents 
but he is in jail in a foreign country and needs several thousand dollars to make bail and you can call with the money order 
information to post his/her bail.  This scam has also been used with the excuse that the grandchild has been involved in an 
accident in a foreign country and bail money must be sent. Do not fall victim to these scams.
  Lastly, it has been brought to our attention that there has been telephone solicitors claiming to collect donations for “your local 
PBA “.  The West Elmira Police Department does have a PBA but has NEVER solicited by telephone. If you receive this call 
please ask the caller what the name of your PBA is?  If you donate money to this solicitor the money will NOT be donated to 
your local PBA, the West Elmira PBA has NEVER received a check from any organization that has solicited by telephone.  If you 
would like to donate to the West Elmira PBA you can do so by mailing or dropping off your donation to the WEPD at the Town 
Hall.
    If you are ever in doubt about falling victim to a scam please notify us BEFORE  you send any money out of the country or to 
a PBA organization.  The best number to use for NON EMERGENCY contacts is 735-8600, this is the Non Emergency line into 
central dispatch and can be used 24 hours a day to contact the West Elmira Police Department.

Stay Safe,     Chief Peter Michalko

   

Scam Alert! Illegal Money-Making Schemes Hit Town Residents!
A Special Warning from Police Chief, Peter Michalko

EXTRA - CREDITKEEPSAKE

Chief Peter Michalko
TOWN OF ELMIRA POLICE DEPARTMENT

1255 West West Street
Elmira, New York 14905
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In the early morning 
hours of December 7, 
1915 the Peterson 
blacksmith shop burned 
to the ground. 
Their son's house 
(Frank Peterson) 
was approximately 
200 feet east of 
the shop and they 
were awakened by 
the smell of smoke 

only to find the shop on fire. All of the neighbors responded but the blaze was too far advanced and all 
they could do was to stand there and watch it burn.  

According to records Hans became a citizen of 
the United States on October 11, 1880 and 
he was a resident of the town of Elmira at the 
time. He and Mary went on to have three 
children; Ella, Frank and Dr. Henry A. 
Peterson. Ella Peterson was born on June 6, 

1875.  Ella went on to 
Cortland Normal School and 
she became a school teacher 
in the one room school house 

No. 6 (prior to Hendy Ave school being built) 
near the point in West Elmira and then on to 
teach at school #10 in Elmira. She died on 
July 13, 1915 at the young age of 40 years 
old. Frank Peterson was born on October 19, 

1880. He married Eva Mary Harvey on September 6, 1911. They went on to have three children; Fred 
Harvey, Frank Kenneth and Eleanor Ervin Peterson. Frank was a departmental clerk at Barker, Rose and 
Clinton. Frank died on Dec. 15, 1916 at the young age of 36 years of age of pneumonia. His wife Eva 
married Harry Schornstheimer (Dick Shornstheimer's parents) after Frank died and had children by him. 
Henry A. Peterson was born on June 24, 1883 and went on to Buffalo University and University of 
Pennsylvania where he graduated with his DDS degree in 1905. He married Lulu Betsey Hill shortly 
after he began practicing dentistry. He and Betsey went on to have two sons; Dr. Henry Hill Peterson 
and Dr. Stewart Ervin Peterson. They lived next door to Henry's parents, Hans and Mary, at 1525 West 
Water Street for many years. Henry A. Peterson died on October 9, 1950 at the age of 67 years of 
age. Many of the Peterson's are buried in Elmira's Woodlawn Cemetery.

Ella Peterson

Information for this Peterson article was received from records at the Town of Elmira, the Steele Memorial 
library, various obituaries from the Star Gazette and information from Dick Schornstheimer.

Writer's Note:  I continue to look for historic subjects (people, places, homes, historical events, old schools, 
family history, etc) about the Town of Elmira to write about. If you have any suggestions or information for 
future articles please e-mail them to me at demingsw@yahoo.com or call me at 607-732-1177.  

Blacksmith shop watercolor done by the late
Talitha Botsford a long time West Elmira resident
(photo of watercolor by Dick Schornstheimer)
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Writer's Note:  I continue to look for historic subjects (people, places, homes, historical events, old schools, 
family history, etc) about the Town of Elmira to write about. If you have any suggestions or information for 
future articles please e-mail them to me at demingsw@yahoo.com or call me at 607-732-1177.  

Blacksmith shop watercolor done by the late
Talitha Botsford a long time West Elmira resident
(photo of watercolor by Dick Schornstheimer)



TOWN TALKTOWN TALK TOWN TALKTOWN TALKPAGE 8
The Hans Peterson Blacksmith Shop in West Elmira- 1876 to 1915
Scott W. Deming- Town Historian

ESSENTIALS 

It was recently brought to my attention by    
Dr. Marsden Stamp (a lifelong resident of the 
Town of Elmira) that there once was a 
blacksmith shop near the point in West Elmira. 
I thought it would be of interest to do an 
article on the “town blacksmith” since they 
played an important role in the operation and 
maintenance of the major mode of 
transportation of the day (the horse and 
carriage) as well as the operation and 
maintenance of the local farms. In looking 
through files at the West Elmira Town Hall I 
was able to locate information on the Hans 
Peterson blacksmith shop. Childhood 

sweethearts Hans Peterson (born on November 14, 1845 to Peter Hanson and Mrs. Hanson and died 
April 18, 1927 at the age of 81 years old) and Mary Kell (born on January 19, 1850 to Olof and 
Kjersti Kell and died at the age of 103 years old on November 3, 1953) immigrated from their native 
Stockholm, Sweden in 1872 on a steamship voyage that took 22 days. Hans had learned the 
blacksmith trade while in his native Sweden. Hans arrived in Elmira with a carpet bag containing all of 
his belongings and the equivalent of ten dollars. After several days in Elmira Hans and Mary relocated 
to Buffalo, NY where they were married on November 4, 1873. After living in Buffalo for 13 months 
they returned to Elmira and they never left once they returned.

When Hans first arrived back in Elmira in 1874 he went to work for John Cooper who had a blacksmith 
shop at 209 South Main Street in Elmira. The firm soon came to be known as Cooper and Peterson 
and then Peterson and Kell. During the building of the Elmira Reformatory the stone workers needed 
their tools sharpened so Hans worked nights sharpening their tools and delivered them to the workers 
first thing in the morning. This job was extremely profitable and gave Hans a very good start. 
In 1876 the residents of West Elmira decided they needed a blacksmith shop in their neighborhood. 
They invited Hans to relocate there but Hans had reservations due to the fact that it was so far “out in 
the country”. At the time West Water Street was dirt road which ran along the river. They finally 
convinced him by giving him land to build a building on. The land the shop was located on was part of 
the old Fitch farm who Fitches Bridge is named after. The location of the shop was on the south side of 
West Water Street very near where the present Redfield Drive connects to West Water Street. This 
location was just across from the Coleman farm, long the home of Alexander K. Coleman at 1816 
West Water Street. Hans and Mary lived in an old vine covered hewn log cottage (behind the shop) 
near the river. They lived there prior to building their “modern” house at 1527 West Water Street in 
1889. The old log cottage was just west of the old Bartholomew's mill which was a saw mill and grist 
mill combined with a large water wheel that was run by the flow of the river. Over the next 40 years 
Hans built a blacksmith business that was a local landmark for many years with customers coming from 
20 miles around for his services. Some of Hans' customers included Judge Hiram Gray (of Cobbles 
house fame) and Ferral Dinniny (lawyer and member of Blossburg Coal Company) who always drove 
their horses to Hans's shop to be shod and he also maintained their wagons for them.

Hans Peterson blacksmith shop once located west of the point at Redfield Drive

HISTORY LESSONS

In the last two years, the West Elmira Police Department has seen a substantial increase in fraud investigations in which Town 
residents have been scammed out of money. Sadly, we are sure not all victims of scams are reporting the incidents. Victims are 
sometimes reluctant to report the incident out of embarrassment to admit they have lost money and/or fallen prey to a scam.   
There are several varieties of scams being used in which victims are asked to send money via Western Union or money order to 
subjects who reside in Canada, Puerto Rico or other foreign countries. The most common is a phone call or letter reporting a 
Lottery winning in a foreign country. The victim is “required” to wire several thousand dollars in order to “speed the winnings 
through Customs” and told the FBI will deliver said winnings to their front door. Sounds silly, but imagine you were notified that 
you had won hundreds of thousands of dollars and you only needed to send three thousand dollars via Western Union or 
Money Order to get it delivered to your door? ! Here are the holes in the scammer's story: first, if you won it would be much 
more efficient for the awarding Lottery to pay the “customs fee” out of the winnings; second, the FBI does not deliver lottery 
winnings. The story would be more believable if scammers said the IRS would be involved as any winnings from a foreign 
country are TAXED. The IRS, not the FBI would contact you to determine how you were going to pay those taxes; and third, a 
payment to rush your winnings through customs sounds illegal. It is! If someone suggests it, there's a scam afoot. Last, but not 
least, how exactly does one win a lottery in a foreign country when one has NOT entered? If this scam is run by phone, 
scammers will sometimes provide a phone number to call. Do not be fooled, just because a number is provided does NOT 
mean the phone is traceable. Scammers simply purchase a TRAC phone and an Air Time card as these can be activated 
anonymously. Basically, a throw away phone is untraceable.  The number assigned may give you indication in what state or 
country the phone was activated but remember that after activation that phone can travel to any location in the world.
   Often we see “Winning Notification” letters which are received via mail.  The postmark is usually different than the country 
identified in the body of the letter announcing you are a winner, this is the first clue you are being scammed.  If the letter is 
postmarked from CANADA and the letter inside is informing you that you have just won several hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in Puerto Rico as a result of a lottery winning please ask yourself than why did the letter come from Canada or another 
country not associated with the lottery you supposedly won. This letter should be on it's way to the trash can before you even 
read it any further.  Often in the letter a phone number will be provided for you to call to claim your “winnings”.   Upon making 
that call you will be instructed to go obtain a Money Order for several thousand dollars and then call the number back for 
further instructions. Upon calling the number back you will be asked to provide the numbers located at the bottom of the Money 
Order, once you have given those numbers the money on that money order IS GONE. The scammers do NOT need the paper 
version of the Money Order but only the serial number on the bottom of the Money Order. There have been cases where the 
victim has been instructed to make the money order out to a family member to ensure it is not a scam.  Regardless of whose 
name is on the Money Order once you provide the serial number the money order is cashed and that money is gone.
    Another popular scam we have seen is where a caller claiming to be a grandchild calls and asks you if you know who this is?  
Upon you guessing with a name the scam then begins where the caller assumes the name and tells you NOT to tell his parents 
but he is in jail in a foreign country and needs several thousand dollars to make bail and you can call with the money order 
information to post his/her bail.  This scam has also been used with the excuse that the grandchild has been involved in an 
accident in a foreign country and bail money must be sent. Do not fall victim to these scams.
  Lastly, it has been brought to our attention that there has been telephone solicitors claiming to collect donations for “your local 
PBA “.  The West Elmira Police Department does have a PBA but has NEVER solicited by telephone. If you receive this call 
please ask the caller what the name of your PBA is?  If you donate money to this solicitor the money will NOT be donated to 
your local PBA, the West Elmira PBA has NEVER received a check from any organization that has solicited by telephone.  If you 
would like to donate to the West Elmira PBA you can do so by mailing or dropping off your donation to the WEPD at the Town 
Hall.
    If you are ever in doubt about falling victim to a scam please notify us BEFORE  you send any money out of the country or to 
a PBA organization.  The best number to use for NON EMERGENCY contacts is 735-8600, this is the Non Emergency line into 
central dispatch and can be used 24 hours a day to contact the West Elmira Police Department.

Stay Safe,     Chief Peter Michalko

   

Scam Alert! Illegal Money-Making Schemes Hit Town Residents!
A Special Warning from Police Chief, Peter Michalko

EXTRA - CREDITKEEPSAKE

Chief Peter Michalko
TOWN OF ELMIRA POLICE DEPARTMENT

1255 West West Street
Elmira, New York 14905
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GENERAL HOUSEKEEPING 

Police Business After Hours 735-8600

We Still answer the phones!                                                
David Sullivan (Supervisor) 734-2031          
Jo Ann Sherwood (Town Clerk) 734-2031
Lori Rupp (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031                             
Liz Lucarelli (Court Clerk ) 734-5971             
Fred (Chip) LeValley (Code Enforcement Officer) 734-3608        
Becky Carpenter (Deputy Clerk ) 734-2031
Peter Michalko (Chief of Police ) 8:30 - 4:30 - 734-2031    
Matt Mustico (Highway Superintendent) 734-0199

Councilpersons
Ron Allison 734-6474
Kenneth Bush 733-4373    
Thomas Milliken 732-6760         
Karen Krusen 734-9412   

Contact Us 

th thJuly 10  Joe Cavallaro's Big Band (swing)   July 17  Diamond Back Rattlers (blue grass)
th st

July 24  Gray Matters (classic rock)   July 31  Luck Ducks (all your favorites)
th th

August 7  Boots (classic country)      August 14  Hepcats Big Band (swing)
st thAugust 21  Suspect (classic rock)    August 28  TBA (Celtic)

SPRING INTO SUMMER

Sweet Sounds of Summer

Pack a picnic, bring a blanket or beach chair and join us for some mid-week music!

– Summer Music Schedule –

Hot Fun in the Summertime
The Town of Elmira Recreation Commission is thrilled to bring you another season of great events from movies 
to music, gardening to golf! We want kids and kids-at-heart of all ages to come out to play in the Park! 

         Fun & Games
Summer Athletic Camps for kids ages 6 - 12 are back and better than ever! This year we'll offer
basketball, baseball, golf, soccer, games, lacrosse, softball, running and more!
Each one-week program focuses on fundamentals, skill-building and fun. Space is limited and some 
experience is preferred. Registration flyers will come home from school with your child in May.

All camps will be led by Bob DeMember, certified Physical Education/Health Education Teacher, as well as qualified, 
sports-specific co-instructors -- Jay Stukey, Jerry Laney and Derek Hamilton.

Swing Batter Batter
The West Elmira Cal Ripken Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball and Cinderella Softball Leagues will offer another full 
season of fun for players ages 4 & up. Come on out and enjoy a swinging good time watching our regular season 
teams and welcoming our tournament season guests! Sign-ups continue at Town Hall through April or until teams 
are filled.

Let's Hear it for Lacrosse  
Lax is back for its second summer. The Elmira Youth Lacrosse League is an independent youth league    
dedicated to teaching boys and girls in grades K-6 the basics. For more information, contact 
coordinator, Jason Stukey by phone at 742-6428 or by email at orangefan44@hotmail.com.

            Pool Prep & Snack Shack
Be sure to welcome our new pool directors and welcome back our friendly guards! With summer right around the 
corner, we can't wait to once again offer a safe, clean, fun environment where town families can swim and play 
together! Please remember to sign up early for swim lessons and to sew your patches on your bathing suit or towel. 

Check it out! A brand new Snack Shack has been situated on the park-side of the pool complex for your convenience.

Any questions? Call Bob DeMember @ 795-0756 or email rdemember@gstboces.org.

May 4th -- Opening Day Parade & Activities -- 11:30 A.M.

Watch for dates & times on the sign board in front of Town Hall!

            Town Website Links Resident to Resources
A visit to our thoroughly updated website www.townofelmira.com can save you valuable time and energy! You'll find schedules, 
forms, pages for town offices, contacts for employees & board members, as well as links to Town History, Town Recreation, even 
archived Town Talk newsletters!

Here's what you can access from the Assessor's Page:
Change of Address Form

How to Apply for the STAR Exemption
STAR Application

IVP Enhanced Star Automatic Renewal Form
Star Enhanced & Senior Income Worksheet

How to apply for the Veteran Exemption
Veteran Exemption Application
Clergy Exemption Application

Agricultural Exemption Renewal Application
Southern Tier Central - GIS Portal - http://24.97.219.74/chemungsdg/

Grievance Procedures  - http://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/contest/contestasmt.htm
General Assessment Information  - http://www.orps.state.ny.us/primer/index.htm

The Clerk's Page includes:
Compost Program Information

Pool Schedule 2013
Compost Permits

DEC Conservation Licenses
Dog Licenses

FOIL Information
Foil Request Form

Handicap Parking Permits
Marriage Licenses

Racing and Wagering
Solicitor's Permit Information
Soliciting Ordinance Permit

Swimming Program

Town of Elmira

PARKING 
PERMIT

Wednesdays @ 6 @ the Pirozzolo Park Pavilion
Stop by for a visit!
Joe Cost (Bookkeeper) 734-2031
Melanie Purcell (Assessor) 734-1486  

Deputy Clerk, Becky Carpenter 
enjoys her new digs. You'll find 
her in the front office working 
alongside fellow Deputy Clerk, 
Lori Rupp and Town Clerk, JoAnn 
Sherwood. Next time you stop by 
Town Hall be sure to say hello.
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More Great News…                                                                    
                                                                                                               
EFA Senior, Hannah Strong has been recognized for exemplary service to her school and community. 
Nominated by her guidance counselor, Eloise Streeter, Strong received an Outstanding Youth Award at 
the November 2012 Town Board Meeting. 

In her nomination, Streeter notes Strong's myriad accomplishments both in and out of school. The 
academically-gifted Strong sits in the top ten of her class and holds leadership positions in the National 
Honor Society and Student Council, as well as on her soccer and lacrosse teams. A dancer, referee, 
lifeguard, mentor, Rotary Youth Salute Top Ten finalist and friend, Strong has also logged more than 
100 volunteer hours at Arnot Ogden Medical Center and participated in numerous fundraising walks, 
runs and rallies year-round. After graduation, Strong plans a pre-med major followed by medical school for neuroscience. 

 
Outstanding Youth Awards are awarded by the Town of Elmira to recognize lifelong residents who have made significant 
contributions to their schools and community, as well as demonstrated qualities of leadership, character and good citizenship. 
Youth leaders, parents, educators, coaches and clergy are encouraged to nominate young people in grades 7 - 12 who reside  
in the Town of Elmira. Nominations are accepted year-round. 

100 Reasons to Smile 
Mildred Rugur has a great sense of humor. Despite having suffered the misspelling of her 
palindromic last name for years, she laughs off the “Rugar with an A” on the declaration in 
honor of her 100th birthday that was delivered by State Senator, Tom O'Mara. In fact, she 
laughs her way through an entire interview, amazed that the celebration begun in 
California at Christmastime when she was “99.9 years old” is still of interest to anyone! 

Born in 1913, Rugur passed the century mark on February 8th. She says her birthday went 
on and on “including parties one after another with my Monday lunch club, the 
Horseheads Retired Teachers Group, Retired Teachers of the Elmira Area and the ADK 
sorority.” In fact, a rather large stack of cards still sits beside her chair.  

The retired teacher, Elderhostel world traveler and long-time literacy volunteer says she still 
loves to read and to amaze herself with things like Ancient Greek. “My friends think I'm 
crazy, but I just got one of the Great Courses in Calculus so I can figure out what I missed 
the first time through.” Rugur credits her “very good health” with helping her live so long, 
but folks might suspect her boundless energy, high spirits and sense of adventure have at 
least as much to do with it.

                                        …and an Unexpected Good-bye
On December 12, 2012 the Highway Department lost an employee and friend. Mike Shaline 

thunderwent open heart surgery on December 7 . The surgery went fine, and Mike was released 
st thfrom the hospital on his 21  birthday, December 11 . Highway Superintendent, Matt Mustico got 

tha call from Mike's family on December 12  saying he was not doing well. “Around 6:15 P.M. they 
called asking me to come to the E.R.,” Mustico remembers. “By the time I arrived Mike had 
passed away from heart complications.” 

Mike started his work with the Town as a BOCES student in the summer of 2009. “I called him 
back for summer help in 2010,” says Matt, “and when a full-time position opened up, I was able  
to keep him.” In January 2013, the Highway Department took delivery of a new plow truck and 
decided to dedicate it in memory of Mike. The new truck, MIKE is numbered 21 in honor of his 

st21  birthday the day before he passed. At the Town Board Meeting on January 22, 2013, 
members of the Highway Department presented Shaline's family with a plaque bearing MIKE's 
picture.  

 

Centenarian Still Cares for Her 
Own Home in West Elmira

Hannah Strong

                                                           - SAVE -
    TOWN OF ELMIRA POOL 2013 Schedule

IMPORTANT DAYS

Monday,  June 3��  Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for Park District #1  
     residents only
Saturday,  June 22� � OPENING DAY    12 NOON
Monday,  June 17� �   Swimming lesson sign-ups begin for everyone else
Monday,  June 24 - July 5    1st SET OF LESSONS
Monday,  July 8  -   July 19� 2nd SET OF LESSONS
Monday,  July 22 -  Aug 2� 3RD SET OF LESSONS
Monday,  Aug. 5 -   Aug.16� 4TH SET OF LESSONS

Monday,  Sept. 2� �   LAST DAY POOL CLOSES AT 5:45 PM

Pool Hours- June 22- Aug. 24� 12 Noon - 7:45 PM     Aug. 25 - Sept. 2� 12 Noon - 5:45 PM

Adult Swim: Monday through Friday, June 24 through August 23 4:30 - 6:00 PM 
18 YEARS AND OLDER.  NO CHILDREN ALLOWED.  

The baby pool is CLOSED during ADULT SWIM.

POOL FEES
Pool Patches available at the Town Hall ONLY 

(No patches will be issued at the pool)
 Park District #1 residents only.

  Season Pass: � $15 Individual
     $15 per Person - Family

  Resident Pass:  Available at Town Hall only. 
     Must have for admittance with Park Dist. #1 Daily Fee

Daily Fees:�       Resident Park District #1� � Outside District 
    Child� � �       $1.00� � � � $4.00
    Adult� �                  $1.50� � � � $5.00

          Senior Citizen� � Free with Gold Card�

  American Red Cross lessons: 
  Four (4) two-week sessions.  40 children maximum per session    
  $25 per session, Age 4 and up.  Monday through Friday, 
  11:00 AM-11:45 AM Rain or Shine

                                                           - SAVE -

Family Accepts Plaque 
Commemorating New Plow, MIKE

  Class Act



PAGE 2

SEASONAL SHORTS

TOWN TALKTOWN TALK PAGE 11TOWN TALKTOWN TALK

          From Code Officer, Chip LeValley… 
Lawn Care 101
It's grass mowing time again. Chip says, “Town law requires tidy lawns be kept under 10” tall 
and please help us keep storm drains clear.” Homeowners (and their yard-work helpers 
whether kids or contractors) should keep grass clippings off roadways. “Please mow the 
grass closest to the street so cuttings go back into the yard,” he asks. Clippings clog catch 
basins. That disrupts storm water distribution, and that leads to flooding.  

               Help Us Find You
House numbers must be a minimum of 4” tall, so emergency vehicles can see them from the street!

Check It Out 
Chip's got his own page at www.townofelmira.com. Under CODES you'll find a heap of handy files and links: 

New York State Building Codes: http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/st/ny/st/index.htm
Town Laws, Ordinances & Zoning: http://www.ecode360.com/EL2935 

NFIP Flood Info: http://www.Floodsmart.gov
Floodplain Development Standards: http://www.stcplanning.org/index.asp?pageId=108

Stormwater Information Resource: http://chemungstormwater.org/

       Plus, Documents & Maps for Code Related Questions:
       Building Permit Fees
       National Flood Insurance Program
       Town of Elmira Zoning Map
       Flood Zone Descriptions
       Clinton Street Drainage Development
       Chemung River Map Historic Flooding
       I want to build a deck! What do I need to do?

Last But Not Least
Chip says he spends a lot of time “on the road” doing inspections, so “I may not be in the office when you stop by. 
You're welcome to call ahead and set a time to discuss your building or spring project.”

        

                                                           Spring Clean-Up Commences
Street sweepers are out and as soon as the blacktop plants open, Matt says, “We'll be out, putting in permanent 
patch in the pot holes.” There is no spring pick-up, so please remember that yard waste, grass clippings and leaves 
DO NOT go in the roadway. “If folks have any questions, they are always free to call,” he adds. “I can be reached at 
734-0199, between 7 & 3:30 or at highwaydept@townofelmira.com anytime.”   

Roads Report
The following roads will be resurfaced: Rorick's Glen, Greenridge Drive, Geneva Street, Carrollton Avenue, Guinnip 
Avenue, Turner Road, Groff Road and part of Crane Road. Mill Hill will get oil and stone. Residents will be informed 
when work is to take place. Depending on the cost of materials, road list may be reduced or expanded.

From Highway Superintendent, Matt Mustico… 
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News from the Town of Elmira

The Town Compost Facility located at the Highway Garage, 1890 W. Water Street is open and ready to 
receive your yard waste, but large tree branches and big brush (aka whole bushes) will NOT be 
accepted. Due to the increased cost of grinding tree branches and brush, Highway Superintendent, 
Matt Mustico asks neighbors to help him keep this service cost-efficient and available, “We'll be 
monitoring the drop-off site daily and limiting the content and size of loads.” To clarify, Mustico says, 
“Our site is set up for reasonable size loads of residential twigs and clippings, not whole trees, tree 
branches and bushes, so any big pick-up or trailer loads will be turned away.” If you have not already 
done so, residents and property owners may apply for a free permit at Town Hall.

New Hours of Operation.
Monday - Friday 7:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. except holidays
Saturday 8:00 A.M .to Noon

GREAT NEWS

Check us out on the Web: www.townofelmira.com
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     Compost Your Clippings

The media is filled with stories about the rising cost of government.        
I am concerned as well and that is why our town board has been 
working very hard to provide the best possible services at a reasonable 
cost. Through shared services, a very conservative budget process and 
by using sales tax revenue, the town tax levy has shrunk 22% since 
2010. 

For an illustration of the savings, check out the following example:

A home in West Elmira assessed for $102,000 
(using 100% assessed valuation)

 
      2010 tax 2013 tax Pct. Change

 General Fund  $90.40 55.23  -38.9%
 Highway    74.10 31.08  -58.1%
 Light District    27.93 17.43  -37.6%

 Park     67.57 54.31  -19.6%
 Traffic (Police)  143.96          155.81     8.2%

     Town Tax Bill          $403.96         313.86       -22.3%

As always, I hope you thoroughly enjoy this spring newsletter. Please reach out to board members and 
staff with any questions, any time! Use our website www.townofelmira.com or the handy contact 
guide on page 9.

Dave Sullivan, Supervisor & 
Matt Mustico, Highway Superintendent 

review the Spring Road Repair List.




